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Abstract:

The long debate about the existence or nonexistence of
extraordinary phenomena, from supernatural entities and fantastic
monsters to mystery airships and UFOs, has long been predicated on an
unexamined literalism. Either these things exist, it is presumed, or they are
the products of error and deception. To a degree, this is a defensible
approach. Beyond that, however, the frame of reference is woefully
inadequate, failing to explain vividly felt encounters with otherworldly
beings and beasts which over all of history human beings have
experienced, even as no compelling evidence of their presence in
consensus reality has ever emerged. Clark’s lecture discusses anomalous
events vs. experience anomalies, which — though epistemologically
unrelated —have a curiously parasitic relationship, and calls for a radical
new understanding of the strange occurrences that have plagued,
infuriated and fascinated human beings at all times and places.
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