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Editorial: MoreisMorel

So what can this possible mean? One year ago (Volume 6, Number 1) | wrote
an editorial entitled, "Lessis Morel" to convey in a (some say) clever way that
JSE was embarking on an ambitious course to increase in size and circulation as
an independently published journal. At that time our ambitions for the journal
were clear, our plans for achieving them were pretty clear, and our prospects
were partly cloudy. | can now report that JSE is doing well and is delivering more
value to more readersthan ever before.

(1) We made a successful transition to quarterly publication. After some
delay in the publication schedule following our changeover from Pergamon
Press, we were able to catch up by year's end: Volume 6, No. 4 was mailed in
late December.

(2) We published 402 pages last year; when we began in 1987 JSE consisted
of 196 pages.

(3) New features have been introduced:

-Book Review section edited by Prof. Henry Bauer

-SSE News section which included substantive reports of the Annual
Meeting in Princeton in June, and the Euro-SSE Meeting at the Tech-
nical University of Munich in August, along with other items

-The Skeptical Perspective column by Michael Epstein and the Anom-
alous propagation column by Topher Cooper. We also add a third
"Guest Column' beginning with thisissue.

(4) Back issue article lists, order forms and subscriber cards (bound in after
the last page so as not to be obtrusive) as a nice convenience for readers and a
handy way to recruit new subscribers.

All of these things are possible because of the success of the journal and the
society in raising money this past year. The Challenge Grant (Volume6, Number
2) was fully met, and we thank Mr. Robert T. Bigelow for his contribution of
$15000. A number of other substantive gifts were also received. These dona
tions, together with revenuesfrom journal sales, met our budget needsin 1992.

As for 1993, we have an active promotion program in place to increase our
subscriber base, but there remains a significant gap between our operating
expenses and our sales. For that reason | urge you to make a donation to the
journal this year, purchase a gift subscription for a friend, colleague or library,
and by all means spread the word about the better-than-ever Journal of Scientific
Exploration. (Use the Promotional Copy and Gift Subscription Form at the back
of the journal.)

Bernhard Haisch
Managing Editor, JSE
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SSE NEWS ITEMS

1993 Annual SSE Meeting

The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Society for Scientific Exploration will be
held at the Best Western Inn at Loretto in Santa Fe, New Mexico June 24 - 26,
1993. Local arrangements have been made by SSE members Dr. John Alexander
and Dr. Larry Dossey. Any Associate or Member of SSE is entitled to present a
paper at this meeting.

The Program Committee for this year's meeting consists of Henry Bauer,
Brenda Dunne, Michael Epstein, Beverly Rubik, and Michael Swords (chair-
man). The Committee has structured this meeting to be both educational and
entertaining. We plan to cover two areas of great current interest. One is the so-
caled Mind-Body-Consciousness interactions with implications for health,
placebo effects, psychoneuroimmunology, and bio-electromagnetism. The other
comprises UFO phenomena, especially concrete evidence, physical effects, and
abductions. These subjects will be the twin themes of the conference, with talks
on these topics dominating two of the three days. A tentative list of invited
speakersincludes: Robert Ader, Larry Dossey, Beverly Rubik, Harry Rubin, and
Jan Walleczek for mind-body topics, and John Alexander, Richard Haines, Don-
ald Johnson, Mark Rodeghier, and Don Schmitt for UFO topics.

To encourage in-depth discussion, the talks and panel discussions will have
significant amounts of question time. To alow other SSE members to present
paperson their own research, the Program Committee has decided to create what
they hope will prove an attractive format for a poster session, to be held in con-
cert with a wine-and-cheese reception.

An excursion to an "exotic™ setting will be scheduled: either the Los Alamos
Supercomputer facility or the ancient Anasazi Pueblo ruins near Santa Fe. Cock-
tails and a banquet are scheduled for Friday evening. SSE Associates and Mem-
bers are encouraged to contribute papers for possible oral or poster presentation.
Please submit an abstract (of 200 words or less, to be received by April 24) to
the Program Committee Chair: Dr. Michael Swords; Department of Science
Studies; Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, M1 49008.

To obtain your registration material please contact Professor Larry Frederick at
Society for Scientific Exploration, P. O. Box 3818, University of Virginia, Char-
lottesville, VA 22903-0818. Please note that there will be a late registration fee
after May 15.

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Inn at Loretto at the special confer-
ences rates of $98 per night for a single room, and $108 per night for a double
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room. The address is: Inn at Loretto, 211 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe, New
Mexico, 87504, USA, Telephone: 505-988-5531, FAX 505-984-7988. Please
make your own reservations directly with the hotel. We look forward to seeing
you in New Mexico!

SSE President Sturrock Named Honorary Fdlow

Society president Prof. Peter Sturrock of Stanford University's Center for Space
Science and Astrophysics, has been elected an honorary fellow of the Ukrainian
Research Institute on Anomalous Phenomena (RIAP). The institute was recently
established in Kharkov, Ukraine to further the scientific study of various anom-
aies, especiadly the UFO problem. An English-language RIAP Bulletin and a
Russian language scientific journal are scheduled to begin publication. RIAP
director Vladimir V. Rubtsov is also interested in establishing contacts with
researchers and scholars outside the Ukraine. RIAP may be contacted at P.O.
Box 4684, 310022 Karkhov-22, Ukraine.

I In Memory of CharlesHonorton

We all mourn the recent passing of Mr. Charles Honorton. Much has, and will, be
written about Chuck's contribution to the field of parapsychology and his partic-
ular skill as a researcher. In this note, however, | would rather relate a few per-
sonal memoriesthat will reveal Chuck as multifaceted.

| met Chuck at a meeting of the Fundamental Fisiks Group (sic) at the
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory in 1972. At that time, | was just becoming
aware of the field, and | was then active in nuclear physics research. To a room
filled with 50, or so, skeptical physicists, Chuck handled himself with good
humor, appropriate assertiveness, and, of course, great professiona skill. This
guy, | had to meet! That began a 20-year professiona relationship and personal
friendship.

While | was conducting field research in India in 1974, | wrote Chuck a 10-
page letter outlining a large number of options for the fall: Should | come to
Maimonides Medical Center for awhile? Should | bring my hardware random
number generator? . . . etc. To illustrate Chuck's willingness to risk, | will quote
verbatim his entire response to my lengthy letter and list of questions, "YES"
After al, | was completely unknown to the field, yet he was willing to invite me
into his laboratory for an extended stay.

During our early days together at Maimonides, Chuck began his migration to
becoming a “techno-wiz.” As he said, the most complicated gear he had then
was a ping pong ball, and the most complicated technical task was to correctly
cut onein half. . . er, excuse me! What | mean to say is create ellipsoidal hemi-
spheres. During a relative short period of time, his lab could boast of a personal
computer (long before Apples or IBM PCs) and PSIFI, a state-of-the-art random
number generator (RNG), which was set to monitor physiology. For the last few
years, we reversed our rolesand | often sought his advice on PC matter s.
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Chuck was brave. He submitted an abstract on our RNG studiesto the annual
meeting of the American Physical Society (APS). After his presentation, he
asked me how come the audience was so uncritical? | hardly had the heart to tell
him that the APS never reviews abstractsfor meetings, and they alwaysreserve a
session for the ""nut cases.” Sadly, that is where we were! Besides bravery, Chuck
could thoroughly enjoy a good belly-laugh, even at himself. It was hours after a
beer or two before the tears of amusement dried. During our last meeting at the
Las Vegas Parapsychology Convention we argued over who was mentor to
whom. In my mind there is no discussion; | have always considered him as my
mentor. So, Chuck, unless you are willing to participate in yet another experi-
ment together, | get the last word. ** Thanks. | missyou. | loveyou.”

Edwin C. May, Director

The Cognitive Sciences Laboratory

Science Applications International Corporation
1010 El Camino Real, Quite 330, Menlo Park, CA

In Memory of Michd Gauqudin

Michel Gauquelin, a member of the Society of Scientific Exploration and the
discoverer of planetary effects which have proven to be the hardest rocks among
the anomalies of science, passed away May 20, 1991. He decided the day of his
death. His friends had noticed increasing signs of distress and physical distur-
bance, a state of strain that seemed to overpower him.

The root of the Gauquelin tragedy might be found in his struggle of many
years, to no effect, for acknowledgement of his discovery in mainstream science.
Great efforts a defending his empirical observations against successive attacks
from three skeptical organizations had worn him out. In each of them he became
entangled with ill-will and strategies so dubious some members of the adversary
camps even left their organizations in protest. Michel Gauquelin stayed on the
battlefield for nearly three decades, but toward the end of his life he repeatedly
complained that the strain of those decades of combat had used up his physical
resources.

Gauquelin did not leave behind any document explaining his decision, but
there is one deplorable hint. By his last will he demanded that all empirical data
amassed through his lifetime, more than 30,000 birth documents on file in per-
fect order, must be destroyed. His will was put into effect, and it is amost
inevitable to understand his act as a charge, not only directed at those who had
not played fair with him but directed at al scientists not serving and suffering as
much as he did in the pursuit of scientifictruth.

Gauquelin was born in Paris on 13 November, 1928, the son of a dentist. From
his father, an amateur astrologer, he gained his first interest in **the stars,” making
himself knowledgeable in the field by reading popular books on the subject
found on hisfather's shelves. Psychology courses at Sorbonne University and the
accompanying necessity to learn scientific principles and methodol ogy, however,
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generated skepticism and a strong sense for the crucial role empirical evidence
must have in establishing and improving human knowledge.

Still a student, he subjected astrological hypotheses to empirical tests. The
results were negative and he found severe methodological flawsin earlier statisti-
cal studies purporting to show positive relationships between astrology and vari-
ous facets of human life. But then, by using the birth data of famous physicians,
members of the Academie de Medecine, he discovered considerable relationships
between the frequencies of births and certain planetary positions, of a type not
predicted by astrology, discoverieswhich have since become known, collectively,
as the Gauquelin effect. Immediate replicationsfurnished confirmation of hisfirst
observations. By gradually extending his sample categories to more professions
(elevenin all) and to other nationalities (fivein all), he ended up finding an entire
pattern of relationships among professions and the planets Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Venus, and the Moon.

Gauquelin occasionally noted that at that time he was liable for one grave
fault: He had published his planetary results under his own name instead of a
pseudonym. The reactions of the Sorbonne authorities to his two pioneering
works, published in 1955 and 1960, precluded any academic career after his
graduation. Gauquelin thus had to earn his living by administrative counseling
and by writing popular psychological guidebooks. His vocation, however, was
science, and under those unprosperous conditions he would certainly not have
achieved the ends of his research without his wife, Francoise Schneider-
Gauguelin, who helped him to collect and analyze the masses of data needed to
buttress hisempirical bridgehead.

Further work went in two directions interwoven by theory: The first was
toward what was called planetary heredity. Do planets at the birthtimes of chil-
dren prefer the positions they had when their parents were born? Gauquelin
reported that they do. The second objective was a search for proximal links: Do
the positions of planets at the birth times of professionalsindicate future careers
or else - Gauquelin's hypothesis - innate character dispositions? Gauquelin,
assisted by his wife, extracted 15,000 character traitsfrom biographies. Statistical
comparisons of several kinds which he set forth provided support.

Anyone interested in Gauquelin's tremendous work spread over more than 200
technical papers could well keep overviews on its progress by just reading the
monographs: The Cosmic Clocks (1967), Casmic Influences on Human Behavior
(1973), The Truth about Astrology (1982). His early French works turned up late
in abbreviated English editions: Written in the Stars (1988/1960), Planetary
Heredity (198811966). In his last book (Neo-astrology - a Copernican
Revolution), Gauquelin not having found any ordinary place for hislife's work in
the present world tracked it down to the past. His ancestress, he confessed, was
astrology whose system of beliefs, even though abounding in error, had sensed
and preserved certain bits of truth. In his view "neo-astrology™ - a derogatory
label coined by his adversaries which he eventually adopted with irony - was for
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him the inception of revolutionary changes, of Copernican proportions, for sci-
ence no lessthan for astrology.

Gauquelin's work has been called Herculean sometimes, but wasit Sisyphean
at the sametime, i.e., in vain? Apparently not, as arevival of the old Mars effect
debate is starting off with greatly improved prospects. Gauquelin's claim has
received fresh support from new data and analyses generated by new confeder-
ates as well as by new doubters. Still, some seemingly sparkling evidence among
findings that he deemed established had bluntly been challenged of late: The
heredity hypothesis, as he himself reported, had dwindled away under computer
analysis of newly-collected data. His cherished character trait hypothesis was
also questioned by some. Gauquelin may have, at long last, lacked the vigor
required to continue playing his revolutionary role in the next act of his planetary
drama. Heleft the responsibility for its denouement to posterity.

Quitbert Ertel
Institut fur Psychologie
Gossler Srasse 14,03400 Goattingen, Germany
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ANOMALOUS PROPAGATION

by Topher Cooper

(This column is dedicated to the late Charles Honorton. Though parapsychology
will sorely miss his continued work, he himself will be missed much more.)

The publication schedule for JSE is such that I'm finishing up writing this sec-
ond column just as subscribers are receiving their copies of the first column.
There has not, therefore, been much time for me to receiveany questionsor com-
ments. | will say again, therefore, that 1 do want to hear from you. Especially
welcome are items which you think may be appropriate for this column: there is
only so much that | can read myself looking for material. The more contributions,
the better this column can be. The first person who sends me each item that | use
will be acknowledged in the column. The addresses to which you can send your
contributions, comments and questionsappears a the end of this column.

No Evidence for Health Effects of E-M Fields

An expert panel concluded that there is no convincing evidence that there are
any negative health effects from low-frequency electric and magnetic fields. The
panel was asked to conduct a review by the Committee on Interagency Radiation
Research and Policy Coordination, which is a subcommittee of the (US) Federal
Coordination Council on Science, Engineering and Technology. They reviewed
over athousand articles to reach their conclusions. They did feel, however, that
there was some evidence of biological effects and that more research should be
conducted on these, even if no health consequences had yet been demonstrated.

SOURCE: UPI; November 13, 1992, " Electromagnetic fields pose no health
hazard, panel says"

Strong Evidencefor Health Effects of E-M Fields

The Swedish National Board for Industrial and Technological Development
has decided, on the basis of two Swedish studies, that the evidence for cancer
risk from power line exposure is sufficient to justify regulationsintended to mini-
mize exposure. Jaak Noeu, director of the board's electrical safety department,
describesthe link as 80% certain.

The two studies, one by Maria Feychting and Anders Ahlbom of the Karolins-
ka Ingtitute in Stockholm and the other by Birgitta Floderus of the Swedish
National Institute of Occupational Health in Solna, were able to take advantage
of the very complete and accurate records available in Sweden to assemble
strong cases. Feychting and Ahlbom demonstrated a dose/effect relationship for
the first time. Children who were younger than 15 years old and who had an esti-
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mated average exposure of more than 0.2 microteslaswere 2.7 times as likely to
contract leukemia, while an average exposure of over 0.3 microteslas was corre-
lated with arisk of 3.8 timesthe average rate. Although the dosages used in this
study are estimates rather than direct measurements, they are considerably more
accurate estimates than used in any previous studies. Thisis because of the avail-
ability of detailed recordsof actual power line current for each linein the grid.

SOURCES. New Scientist; October 31, 1992; (Vol. 136, #1845), p. 4;
" Swedish Studies Pinpoint Power Line Cancer Link™, by Andy Coghlan.

Intellectual Courage

David Bohm, a mgjor figure in the development of quantum mechanics, died
on October 27, 1992 of a heart attack. The obituaries in the popular press, such
as the one cited below, tended to emphasize a single incident which gave him
national prominence outside the world of science: he was acquitted of charges of
contempt for refusing to answer the questions of the infamous House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee. He was subsequently black-balled and was forced to
leave Princeton University for Brazil and Israel.

Bohm discovered a number of highly counter-intuitive predictions of quantum
mechanics and, in 1951, wrote the book " Quantum Theory", which remained the
standard text for decades. Later, he attempted to address what many feel are
weaknesses in the standard interpretation of quantum mechanics (the Copen-
hagen Interpretation) with his own "redig" interpretation. Bohm felt that his
interpretation showed that there was room in quantum mechanics — perhaps even
anecessity — for ps phenomena, and was not shy about saying so.

SOURCE: New York Times; October 29, 1992; p B16 (Obituaries) ""David J.
Bohm, 74, Physicist Acquittedin McCarthy Years', by Eric Pace

Nervous Plants

Plants may perceivetheir environment in away which is morelike that of ani-
mals - especially primitive animals — than was previously thought. It has been
known for about two decades that wounding one leaf of a plant can resultin trig-
gering defensive reactions in others. It has generally been thought that this was
due to a chemical message traveling with the flow of fluidsin the phloem (the
circulatory tissue of the plant). No one, however, has been able to unambiguous-
ly identify the chemical responsible.

Now it appears that, at |east for the one particular example studied, thereis no
such chemical. A very clever series of experiments has established that the infor-
mation is transmitted via an electrical "action potentia"', just like information is
transmitted through animal neurons. The plant cells that take part in this commu-
nication are not specialized for the purpose, though, and the signal apparently
moves between them by electrical conduction, rather than by the chemica sig-
naling that takes place at neural synapsesin complex animals. The plant system,
therefore, more closely resembles the nervous systems of simple animals like
jelly fish.
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SOURCE: Nature; November 5, 1992; (Val. 360, no. 6399) pp62-65, "' Electri-
cal signaling and systemic proteinase inhibitor induction in the wounded plant”,
by D.C. Wildon, JF. Thain, PE.H. Minchin, |.R. Gubb, A.J. Reilly, Y.D. Skip-
per, H.M. Doherty, P.J. O’Donnell, and D.J.Bowles; Nature; November 5, 1992;
(Vol. 360, no. 6399) pp14-15, "' Potential awarenessof plants" by Keith Roberts.

GalileoCleared . .. Picturesat 11

Gdlileo has finally been officially cleared of chargesof heresy by the Roman
Catholic Church. This is the result of the conclusions reached by a commission
of historic, scientific and theological inquiry after thirteen years of study on the
matter. Contrary to widespread assumptions, however, the commission was not
charged with ruling on whether Galileo had been correct in his heliocentric
beliefs - that has been accepted by the Church for a long time. Rather they set
out to determine whether or not the judges who convicted Galileo had acted cor-
rectly in light of the theological and scientific evidence available to them. The
commission ruled that the judges had made the conviction in error. On the other
hand, the commission also ruled that the errors had been made in good faith
rather than in willful disregard for the evidence or theologica law. They stated,
for example, the scientific evidence that Galileo provided in his defense did not
unambiguously prove his heliocentric theories.

SOURCE: Los Angeles Times; October 13, 1992; " Catholic Church Clears
Galileo of Heresy Chargesby Vatican" by William D. Montalbano.

BiomagneticBibliography Available
Reader Michael Levin, a graduate student in developmental biology at Har-
vard University, has a long term interest in the interactions of electromagnetic
fields and living systems. He has assembled a bibliography of scientific papers
which covers all aspects of this kind of research. He encourages anyone who is
interested in getting a copy of this bibliography or who has questions about the
topic to get in touch with him.
SOURCE: by Internet email — mlevin@husc8.harvard.edu; by postal mail-
Michael Levin; 43 Worcester Ave.; Swampscott, MA 01907

Transtemporal Logic

Q: Why did the tachyon cross the road?
A: Becauseit was already on the other side.
SOURCE: R. J. Davieson the USENET sci.physics hewsgroup.

Cosmological Anomaly Resolved

In 1988 the galaxy B2J0902+34P in the constellation Lynx was studied with
rather surprising results: stars within the galaxy were found to be much older
than the galaxy itself. A new study by Peter Eisenhardt and Mark Dickinson,
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using improved sensors and analysis algorithms, shows that the stars in the

galaxy are much bluer, and thus younger, than the previous study indicated.
SOURCE: NASA News, October 30, 1992; "' Astronomers resolve mystery

associated with extremely distant galaxy™ (Contributed by Bruce R. Kepes)

All The AnomaliesFit to Print

Wouldn't it be nice if someone had worked for years to assemble a multivol-
ume catalog of "al phenomena that cannot be readily explained by prevailing
scientific theories?* What if the intermediate products of this immense effort
were made available — each anomaly briefly but clearly described, classified, the
source (primarily scientific journals) carefully cited, and, in some cases "' scores'
for reliability and degree of anomalousness added? What if, as an extra, a selec-
tion of relevant books judged worthwhile by the compiler could be ordered from
the same source?

Asyou've probably guessed, thereis such aresource. It's William R. Corliss’s
"The Sourcebook Project”. You can write for information to the address given
below. The newsletter, Science Frontiers, is a particularly good bargain: it's free
if you buy something else once in a while, or can be had separately for a reason-
ablefee.

SOURCE: The Sourcebook Project, PO Box 107, Glen Arm, MD 21057

Traditional Medicine Degreesfor Foreigners

Foreigners may now obtain advanced degrees in traditional Chinese medicine
a the recently opened "International College of Chinese Traditional Medicine"
in the city of Tianjin. Master's degrees will be available in eight specialties as
well as doctorates in acupuncture.

SOURCE: Nature; November 19, 1992 (Vol. 360, #6401), p. 201, "News -
Chinain Brief’, by You Qin Li

Windowsof theMind

When part of an area of the brain known as the primary visual cortex is dam-
aged, the corresponding areas of the visual field disappear from consciousness.
Generaly that is the end of the story — but some affected people are able to guess
about simple properties of objectsin the blind areas with much higher accuracies
than can be explained by chance (frequently protesting al the time that the
guessing is a waste of time since they are unable to see a thing). Thisis the phe-
nomenon of "*blindsight."

It has traditionally been assumed that blindsight is due to visua information
being routed around the primary visua cortex through auxiliary visual processing
centers. This assumption has been called into question, for at least one instance
of blindsight, by a new study. In the patient under study, new high precision tech-
niques for mapping the affected area showed that there was a tiny island of
spared neural tissue within the general devastation, and that, furthermore, the
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blindsight phenomenon only occurred for images presented to that tiny idand. In
this patient, at least, the blindsight information appears to be routed directly
through patchesof undamaged tissue within the primary visual cortex.

Sources. Science; November 27, 1992 (Vol. 258, #5087), pp 1489-1491,
"Residual Vison in a Scotoma: Implications for Blindsight', by Robert Fendrich,
C. Mark Wessinger, and Michael S. Gazzaniga; Science; 27 November, 1992
(Vol. 258, #5087), pp 1438-1439, "Unraveling the Dark Paradox of 'Blind-
sight™', by MarciaBarinaga.

Opinions expressed in this column are those of the author and do not necessar-
ily represent those of JSE. Comments may be directed to the author by electronic
mail at “cooper@cadsys.enet.dec.com” or US post at Topher Cooper, Digital
Equipment Corporation, 77 Reed Road (HL02-3/G13), Hudson, MA 01749.
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THE SKEPTICAL PERSPECTIVE

by Michael Epstein, National Capital Area Skeptics

L ocal Skeptic Group Activities

Rather than their sharp focus on religious visions and miracles which character-
ized my last report, local skeptic groups have broadened investigationsto cover a
somewhat wider variety of phenomena and claims. The Tampa Bay Skeptics hit
the streets in search of a"'red" psychic (Anonymous, 1992), with the author,
who suffered from a medica condition, remaining undercover to prevent any
information being transmitted to prospective subjects. They also investigated a
claim of the miraculous appearance of the " Holy Spirit" in the form of adoveon
the glove of a surgeon performing a triple bypass operation. A photograph and
videotape of the apparition showed it to be simply a combination of light and
shadow, random layering and bunching of cloth under a surgical glove, and pos-
sibly a spot of blood (Johnson, 1992). Besides hosting the 1992 CSICOP confer-
ence, the North Texas Skeptics are still waiting for dowser Bette Epstein (no
relation) or her daughter Cassie to meet their $6,000 challenge and prove their
powers (Sullivan, 1992). Joe Nickell, well-known skeptical author was present
for the alleged visit of the Virgin Mary to a Catholic Church in Cold Spring, KY.
Nickell saw no miracles and said most of the individual experiences could be
naturally explained (Peterson, 1992). The New Zealand Skeptics awarded their
"Bent Spoon" Award to Consumer magazine for an article that "virtualy
endorsed questionable medical therapies” such as homeopathy, aromatherapy,
and acupuncture (Hyde, 1992). The magazine replied that they might present the
skeptics with an award of their own: a magnifying glass so that they could read
the articlein detail. The Australian Skeptics presented their Bent Spoon for 1992
to Allen Roberts, archaeological research consultant for Ark Search, who
claimed that a formation in the mountains of Turkey was the remains of Noah's
Ark (Williams, 1992). The award committee decided on the award when avision
appeared before them and a voice spoke unto them saying that the formation was
not the Ark or a syncline, but a giant, fossilized bent spoon. A member of the
Bay Area Skeptics related his experiencesvisiting the recently opened Institute of
Creation Research Museum of Creation and Earth History (Linke, 1992) and
several members (including me) of the National Capital Area Skeptics (NCAS)
attended a recent "'Back to Genesis” seminar that drew over 7,000. Other NCAS
projects were an examination of the Natural Law Party, which had close ties to
the Transcendental Meditation movement, and an expose of chain letter scams
(Denman, 1992).

15
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Sex and the Skeptic

Perhaps in an attempt to reach a new market, the January 1993 issue of Hus-
tler magazine brought us the skeptical " Spaced Out: Starstruck UFO Freaks and
the Company They Keep", afringe group profile by Doug Vincent. No, | didn't
discover this through my normal reading habits. . . | even gave up my Playboy
subscription afew yearsago. | was alerted by the firestorm created on the Bitnet
Skeptic discussion group when the articlefirst appeared. The volume of electron-
ic mail grew so large that the host computer halted al traffic and the board was
down for over aweek. The article, while not particularly deep or revealing, was a
well-written expose of the author's experiences at the National New Age and
Alien Agenda Conference in Phoenix, Arizona, and the International Sympo-
sium on UFO Research in Denver, Colorado. Among those mentioned promi-
nently are Dr. Edith Fiore, Linda Moulton Howe, and Daniel Drasin, with Phil
Klass getting a ringing endorsement at the end of the article. And by either coin-
cidence, synchronicity, or because of the editor's bizarre sense of humor, there
was a pictorial titled " Randi: Home Wrecker" in the middle of the skeptical UFO
article, At least her name wasn't Phil.

Skeptic Conferences

The recent CSICOP conference (Oct 16-18, 1992) in Dallas, TX was profiled
by James Lippard of the Arizona Skeptics. His excellent coverage is planned for
publication in the Nov/Dec 92 and Jan/Feb 93 issues of The Arizona Skeptic and
was also electronically posted to the Bitnet Skeptic discussion group. The
EuroSkeptics meeting (July 17-19, 1992) held in St. Vincent, ltaly was aso
reported in several articles(Alcock, 1993; Denman, 1992; Kurtz, 1992).

More Than You Ever Wanted to Know about CSICOP

Recently posted in the library of the UFO/Paranormal |ssues (National |ssues)
section of CompuServe is a discussion thread dealing with CSICOP. A good deal
of the thread is alively debate between Rick Moen of the Bay Area Skeptics and
Richard Broughton of the Parapsychological Association, started when Richard
provided information concerning George Hansen's comprehensive article on
CSICOP (Hansen, 1992). The discussion, which took place in March of 1992
was placed in thelibrary in September and October of 1992.

When isa Skeptic Not a Skeptic?

When he's a dogmatist and his name is Nicholas Humphrey, the recently
appointed Cambridge University research fellow in parapsychology. "I want to
show not only that these things don't happen, but that they are logically impossi-
ble, that the paranormal is al in the mind" spoke Dr. Humphrey, when inter-
viewed by the Times of London and quoted in the leadoff article of News and
Comment in the Winter 1993 issue of the Skeptical Inquirer (SI) (Jones, 1993).
Dr. Humphrey is (according to Sl) a distinguished theoretical psychologist,
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author of "A History of the Mind,” and aleading expert on the evolution of the
brain. Unfortunately, he also appears to be one of those " experts” who through-
out the centuries has proclaimed the anomalous to be either fraud or explainable
by current scientific knowledge. Such "experts" trace their lineage through such
as Francisco Sizzi (Professor of Astronomy) who debunked Galileo's claim to
see moons of Jupiter as follows: “Jupiter’s moons are invisible to the naked eye
and therefore can have no influence on the earth, and thereforewould be useless,
and thereforedo not exist™ (Cerf, 1984).

I would support Dr. Humphrey's approach to parapsychological research if it
was limited to proving his thesis experimentally or by the careful examination of
the evidence, as the noted parapsychol ogist and skeptic Dr. Susan Blackmore has
done. However, I'm skeptical about Dr. Humphrey's real agenda when he contin-
ues to be quoted (more appropriate to Free Inquiry than Sl . . . did this manu-
script slip into the wrong pile in the Institute for Inquiry?) that ** Roman Catholi-
cism without the paranormal would be nothing; it needs its miracles. Praying has
no paranormal benefits - statistically, it is not going to help." Does that mean that
there are "normal’* benefits . . . that is what most people pray for! And let me
assure Dr. Humphrey that, despite the faults of that religion, the socia outreach
programs of Roman Catholicism make it much more than “nothing” without the
paranormal.

Skepticismand Theism

The Chairman's Comer in the Tampa Bay Skeptics Report (Smiljanich, 1992)
focused on the author's concepts of skepticism and theism, and generated some
heated responses from the reading audience. | found the discussion, which
implied that skepticism and theism are not mutually exclusive, to be logical and
well presented. Defining religion as general theological questions of God,
absolutes, morals and values, rather than any particular organization, Terry pro-
duces some memorabl e quotes:

" Skepticism and rationalism are themsel ves grounded on atrust (a‘faith’) in their abili-
ty to provide true knowledge."

“...dl belief systems are based ultimately on aform of faith."

“. .. only falsifiable claims can be accepted as potentially contributing to true knowl-
edge."

" Science and religion are not at war . . . the enemy of knowledge is irrationalism, not
religion”

"Science is not a revealed or discoverable body of absolute truth. It is our attempt to
organize and understand the manifestations of the reality that we encounter, and isforever
subject to revision"

"It is proper to be skeptical about extraordinary claims that are outside the generally
accepted beliefsand theories of science. That is the only way to maintain progress in sci-
entific knowledge. . .”
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"May rdigiouscdams (e.g. ayoung earth, or the power o prayer) are in conflict with
science, and we should nat shy away from bettle merdy because they are labded 'reli-
gion'. Bdief in the exigence d God, however, is . . . pefectly compatible with beng a
skeptic about worldly dlaims. . . ”

Last Words

It would be fitting to end with the last words of Galileo Galilei, skeptic and
believer, who, as noted in Anomalous Propagation, has been rehabilitated. On his
death bed, the valiant Italian astronomer declared: "Yet it still moves." (Bran-
dreth, 1989)
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GUEST COLUMN: MAJOR MEETING ON NEW COSMOLOGIES

By TomVan Flandern
Meta Research, 6327 Western Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20015

The dominant model in cosmology today is the Big Bang theory in which the
entire universe originated in an explosion of space and time about 10-15 billion
years ago. But the interpretation of the observations on which the model is based
has been called into question by recent observations. For example:

1. Some objects have discrepant redshifts that apparently are not due to
velocity. [Arp, H. and Sulentic, JW., " Analysisof groups of galaxies with
accurate redshifts,” Astrophys. J. 291, 88-111 (1985).] Moreover, it has
now been confirmed that redshiftsof nearby galaxies are apparently some-
what quantized, and possibly time variable. [Tifft, W.G., " Properties of the
redshift. III. Temporal variation," Astrophys. J. 382, 396-415 (1991).] This
has raised doubts about whether the cosmological redshift of distant galax-
iesis actually due to expansion of the universe, as is assumed in the Big
Bang.

2. The microwave blackbody radiation with a 3-degree absolute temperature
is usually assumed to be aremnant of the Big Bang fireball. But acompar-
ison of the intensities of galaxies at infrared and radio wavelengths shows
that there is considerable intergalactic absorption. Such absorption would
prevent us from being able to see microwaveradiation from beyond al the
galaxies, suggesting that the blackbody radiation must have a more local
origin. [Lemer, E.J.,, "Radio absorption in the intergalactic medium,"
Astrophys. J. 361, 63-68 (1990).]

3. Four "pencil-beam surveys" of galaxies show large-scale structure out to
distances of over a hillion parsecs. These appear to be a succession of fea-
tures at roughly 150-million-parsec intervals, al similar to the nearest one
caled "The Great Wal". Such giant structures are incompatible with
gaaxy formation mechanisms in the Big Bang model. [Kurki-Suonio, H.,
" Galactic beads on acosmic string," Sci. News 137, 287 (1990).]

4. Many galaxiesin our part of the universe appear to be streaming in one
direction. At first, the existence of this flow was thought to be due to a
"Great Attractor” pulling all these galaxies in its direction. However, this
has not been confirmed by recent studies, which failed to show the expect-
ed backside infall. But if the 3-degree microwave blackbody radiation,
used as a standard of rest for measuring these galaxy peculiar velocities,
were actually closer and somewhat asymmetric, the apparent galaxy-
streaming effect would vanish. [Mathewson, D.S., Ford, V.L., and Buch-
hom, M., ""No back-side infall into the Great Attractor," Astrophys. J. 389,
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L5-L8 (1992); Lindley, D., "Not so Great Attractor,” Nature 356, 657
(1992).]

But if the Big Bang (BB) model is not fundamentally correct, then what do we
really know about the nature and origin of our universe? Many of the world's
expert cosmol ogists who dispute the Big Bang theory met in Lodz, Poland during
the week of September 7-12, 1992. The conference theme was "' Progress with
new cosmologies’. The North American organizer and coordinator was Roy
Keys. The following is a brief report on the highlights of the meeting. About 60
scientists and students werein attendance.

Jack Sulentic, University of Alabama, gave a review talk about compact
groups (CG) of galaxies. These are small groups of typically 4-5 close galaxies
which are grouped more densely on the sky than the general field by afactor of a
hundred or more, yet are not part of any recognized cluster of galaxies. The most
famous example is Stephan’s quintet. But these CG's present many challengesto
cosmologists. For example, their calculated stability is low, with predicted col-
lapse in just a few hundred million years. There is an excess of discordant red-
shift members (defined as a velocity difference of more than 2000 km/s), with far
more of them present in CG's than chance will alow. Variouslines of argument
can effectively rule out the possihilities that most CG's are: @) chance unrelated
optical configurations; b) chance loose optical associations; ¢) transient unbound
cores in loose groups; or d) recently collapsed from larger groups. Present data
suggest that CG's were either always compact, or were recently formed as is.
Neither possibility is easily reconciled with Big Bang expectations. It was noted
that CG's would be more stable (have longer predicted lifetimes) if gravity were
proportional to 1/r instead of 1/r? on the large scale. Three other talks presented
various theoretical models implying or requiring just that. Such a changein the
behavior of large-scale gravitation would also completely eliminate the need for
the invention of "'dark matter" as the dominant ingredient of the universe.

Halton Arp, Max-Planck Institute for Astrophysics, spoke about his**Variable
Mass" cosmology. He pointed out the need for cosmologies to explain why
quasar redshifts cluster near 0.3, 0.6, etc., with the grouping just below z = 1.2
dominating al others, and why certain classes of stars have significant excess
redshifts. He also pointed out the inconsistency that local galaxy groups seem to
have velocity dispersions of less than 100 km/s, while distant groups seem to
have members with dispersions up to 1000 kmy/s.

Eric Lerner, author of "The Big Bang Never Happened, discussed BB ele-
ment abundance predictions. He pointed out that, in the case of each prediction,
an observational contradiction exists. He then discussed the various ways in
which BB cosmologists "fix"* these problems. One "fix" is increased deuterium
destruction. But this overproduces energy (the galaxy gets too bright), as well as
He*, He', and CNO. Another "fix" is an inhomogeneous Big Bang; but among
other problems, the lithium abundance is still not right. Moreover large scale
structure implies an age for the universe of greater than 63 Gyr (billion years).
Invoking a large cosmological constant to solve this problem is in conflict with
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. . . these materials give the overview of the “debate-discussion”, but, as
usual, miss the importance of the details. I have appended much more exten-
sive bibliographies on these subjects to three of my papers: “Science and the
Extraterrestrial Hypothesis in UFOlogy.” Journal of UFO Studies n.s. 1, 67 -
102, 1989; “ETI and the Third Option: an exchange.” International UFO Re-
porter 12 (4), 22 - 24, 1987; and “Modern Biology and the Extraterrestrial Hy-
pothesis.” MUFON 19th international UFO Symposium Proceedings. Ver-


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































