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against mind-brain identism, he believes that our brain-cells are themselves
sentient, indeed that everything in the universe that qualifies as an “individ-
ual” is somehow sentient. This is, indeed, a hypothetical possibility that we
should not overlook, and it has the special advantage of overcoming the
“emergence problem,” the question of where in the course of evolution con-
sciousness arises. Nevertheless, it imposes a heavy strain on our credulity.
What sort of a mental life does a brain cell possess and, what goes on in the
mind of an atom or a molecule that makes them different from either subatom-
ic particles or mere aggregates like chairs and tables?

Yet the author is driven to embrace this weird panpsychism at whatever cost
because, as he puts it “How can two things thatare totally unlike be thought to
interact causally with each other?”(p. 104) or, again “How could a ghost, con-
ceived as a purely nonphysical entity, possibly interact with a body, under-
stood asamachine composed of purely physical nuts and bolts?” (p. 105).

To this question this reviewer would like to pose a counter-question: By
whatlaw of logic or of science are we to infer that if two things have nothing in
common they cannot interact? When Einstein proposed that the presence of
matter could distort the space-time continuum, no one, as far as I know, ob-
jected that matter, space and time are distinct concepts that have nothing in
common. Whether our volitions can or cannot affect our actions (as both au-
thor and reviewer maintain) is for us to decide on the basis of the evidence
both normal and paranormal, it is not made any more comprehensible by pos-
tulating, as the author does, that our brain cells and our limbs are, in some pe-
culiar sense, themselves mental.

So much for my criticism. But I hope readers of the JSE will get hold of a
copy of David Griffin’s thought-provoking book and decide for themselves
which of us is right or wrong on these fraughtissues.

John Beloff

6 Blacket Place

Edinburgh EH9 1R, Scotland UK
john.beloff@ed.ac.uk
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High Strangeness: UFOs from 1960 through 1979. The UFO Encyclope-
dia, Volume 3, by Jerome Clark. Published by Omnigraphics, Inc., 1996, 777
pages, ISBN 1-55888-742-3, $§95.

High Strangeness is the third volume in Jerome Clark’s The UFO Encyclope-
dia. Clark, who is Editor of the International UFO Reporter (a publication of
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the J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies) has been a prolific writer in ufolo-
gy,and his long and extensive knowledge of the field isevident throughout this
encyclopedia series. In Volume 3, Clark also gets some minor assists from
Thomas E. Bullard, who contributes a section on UFO “waves,” Bill Chalker,
who provides two entries regarding Australian ufology, and Michael D.
Swords, who discusses “the extraterrestrial hypothesis and science.”

Each volume of The UFO Encyclopedia focuses on a particular period in
ufological history. However, readers should not expect a chronological logic to
the order of volumes. Volume 1 covers UFOs in the 1980s, Volume 2 deals
with The Emergence of a Phenomenon: UFOs From the Beginning Through
1959, and Volume 3 (High Strangeness) covers the period in between (1960 -
1979).

Nor should the reader expect the specified time periods to strictly determine
the content Clark has chosen for each volume. For example, in High Strange-
ness, the Allagash abduction case, an event reported to have occurred in 1976,
is given just a tangential one-sentence reference (perhaps because the case
only achieved prominence with the eponymous book published by Raymond
Fowler in 1993), while entries which transcend the time periods associated
with each volume (e.g., Men in Black; Paranormal and Occult Theories of
UFOs; UFO Waves) are given extensive coverage. In some instances, the entry
isapparently justified because the topic in question (e.g., animal mutilations)
became fully developed during the specified time frame. In other instances,
(e.g., UFO Waves) the rationale is less clear. For the most part, however, Vol-
ume 3, like its companions, is a history of the major cases, events, people, and
organizations associated with a particular period in ufology.

Volume 3 is by far the longest of the three volumes, covers about twice the
period of time addressed in either Volume 1 or 2,and on average devotes about
twice as much space to each entry as do either of the other volumes (Volume 3
has 99 entries and 592 pages of text; on average about 6 pages per entry). One
could quibble about entries that were omitted but should not have been, or en-
tries thatare given more coverage than they deserve.

But complaints based on such idiosyncratic preferences would miss the
point. High Strangeness is admirably comprehensive, and in total The UFO
Encyclopedia is the most extensive reference guide available on the UFO phe-
nomenon.

High Strangeness contains a number of very useful aids for the research ori-
ented reader. These include a 30-page cumulative bibliography of over 4000
source materials, and a 54-page cumulative index, each identifying the partic-
ular volume to which the listing refers. Clark also uses textual citations, and
each topic is accompanied by its own list of references for the sources cited as
well as a bibliography of related source materials. These are highly commend-
able practices not generally followed by mainstream encyclopedias. Finally,
topics dealt with in the other two volumes are clearly cross-referenced and
identified in the text by boldfaced type.
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Although the content of High Strangeness is organized like an encyclopedia,
this format is by no means dictated by the topic entries. With a different orga-
nization the same content could have served asa traditional historical text.

High Strangeness is more book-like than traditional encyclopedias in anoth-
er way. Encyclopedias strive for objectivity, and attempt to achieve this by in-
corporating differing points of view into their topic coverage. Clark does this
as well. Indeed, his treatment of each topic suggests that he regards this as a
primary responsibility. However, he frequently does not stop there, but goes on
to offer his own interpretations of the subject under discussion.

For example, inregard to government/alien conspiracies Clark states “there
is, of course, virtually no chance that any of these things are true.” The MJ12
document is described as “a notorious forgery.” The Walton abduction case s,
in effect, exonerated as a hoax for “if [Walton’s] story is a fabrication, it is
among the most skillfully and intricately executed in UFOhistory.” The Coyne
close encounter case is pronounced “one of the most important UFO events
ever recorded.” And throughout, Clark does not suffer debunkers gladly, de-
scribing at least one debunker’s (Klass) analyses as “reckless and emotional
attacks.”

None of these positions are necessarily untrue, unwarranted, or unwel-
comed — although, of course, others will disagree. Nor do they necessarily re-
flect bias rather than Clark’s best effort at analysis. Indeed, his attempt to
maintain objectivity is on occasion almost painfully obvious. Consider this
summation of his 12-page account of the Andreasson abduction affair: “We
may reasonably speculate, perhaps, that her testimony is a mixture of reality
and fantasy: a core UFO experience (or perceived experience) at the bottom of
amountain of confabulation.”

In any event, Clark’s treatment of some subjects is not always the dispas-
sionate or unopinionated treatise the reader may have come to expect from tra-
ditional encyclopedias, nor for that matter, from what Clark has set for himself
as his own writing guideline (his stated principle for High Strangeness is that
“intellectual agnosticism... is the wisest course”). But in no case is the reader
given less than a clear statement of the facts and opinions at hand, and ample
opportunity to reach a conclusion on his or her own.

In this regard, a number of impressions emerge from a reading of High
Strangeness. First, the period between 1960 and 1979 wasindeed, as Clark de-
scribes it, highly strange — a period of “excitement, confusion, and over-
whelming eventfulness.” Few writers could convey the flavor of this period as
well as Clark. Among the strange goings-on, we see the beginnings of the
crash retrieval frenzy of the ‘90s, the start of “other-realities” explanations for
UFO origins, and the emergence of the abduction experience. It is of particular
interest to read the thirteen abduction accounts — reported before the phenom-
enon was well known — and to note their similarities to more contemporary
reports.

But perhaps more provocative than these antecedents of modern ufology is
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whatis no longer a significant aspect of the contemporary scene. The period of
high-strangeness reported by Clark was characterized by recurrent close en-
counters, by CE2sand CE3s, by an apparent evolution of the numerous sight-
ing reports which first launched the UFO phenomenon. Where have all the
UFOs gone? The sightings of the ‘50s, ‘60s, and ‘70s seem to have diminished
dramatically. Perhaps testimony to this can be found in Clark’s Volume 1 (the
1980s) which has only a few entries on actual cases of any kind.

One of the greatest threats to ufology as a field of study is that the core phe-
nomenon has been slowly fading away. Clark describes CE2s as “by their na-
ture... the mostimportant of all UFO cases.” Because they involve physical ef-
fects on the environment or the observer, they are far more amenable to
conventional study than mere testimony. But the exciting multiple witness
close encounters, the radar/visual cases, the witnessing of landings and entities
(outside of abduction accounts), although still occurring, are becoming more
and more of a rarity. Whether this is due to a change in the phenomenon or a
change in reporting and investigating behaviors, it is a change that has had a
significant impact on the ufology of today, and will continue to influence the
ufology of tomorrow.

High Strangeness is, therefore, not only informative but thought provoking.
Itis also a highly enjoyable read. Clark combines the art of the storyteller with
the skill of the historian to weave together an authoritative and compelling tale
of ufology inthe ‘60s and ‘70s. High Strangeness is an important book. Along
with its companion volumes, it should be read by anyone with an interest in the
UFOphenomenon.

Stuart Appelle
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State University of New York, College at Brockport
Brockport, New York 14420

Critical Reflections on the Paranormal ed. Michael Stoeber & Hugo
Meynell. Albany, New York: State University of New York Press, 1996, 224
pp-, $19.95 (p). ISBN 0-7914-3064-2.

This anthology deals with such topics as after-life phenomena, clairvoy-
ance, telepathy, near-death experiences, precognition, psychokinesis, and the
morality of these areas of scholarship and scientific research. The editors and
contributors, except for one anthropologist, are all professors of philosophy or
theology. A few entries from the “hard” sciences and technologies — physics,
chemistry, engineering, and the like — would probably have made for a more
rounded survey. Among nine presentations, David Ray Griffin deserves spe-
cial note for his analysis of types of causality, and the bearing of this topic on
psi phenomena. He points insightfully to the key question of action-at-a-dis-
tance.



