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ceptions of the populace. Maybe it still is. Some insiders suggest that more re-
cently it has just been the remnants of the Cold War gotten out of hand. We
started out trying to convince the Soviets that we had some “extraterrestrial ca-
pabilities,” or at least an ongoing relationship with “other sources” that pro-
vided us with advanced means to defend ourselves. Some folks in the system
just “didn’t get the word” and continue to pump out sometimes absurd expla-
nations of events observed by hundreds or thousands. “It’s hard to disengage
gracefully, and after all, how does the government tell the American people
that it has been lying to them for so long?”

One can’t help coming to the conclusion that whatever is happening here is a
big deal.

The Missing Times is not a tract—it is a study. It is a carefully researched re-
visionist view of history that never steps over the line. Every time that one
thinks that Hansen has dealt a little unjustified speculation into the mix, he
pulls out a study, interview, example or document that substantiates what he
has said. In the end, he too wonders if the big secret just might really be too
threatening to broadcast.

This book makes it clear that history, like science, is a moving target and that
what we think we know about the past (or the present, for that matter) is sub-
ject to what we have been told ... and the humans who do the telling always
have an agenda. Sometimes they also have the tools, the processes, the funding
and the relationships to very effectively mask the truth.

So what’s real?

JouN L. PETERSEN

President and founder, The Arlington Institute
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My research interests tend to focus on parapsychology, but all anomalous
phenomena fascinate me. For instance, ufology and especially the Roswell In-
cident of 1947 have intrigued me so much that I have conducted limited stud-
ies on these topics. The Roswell case is particularly interesting on two levels:
the evidential (this case could ultimately be a “smoking gun”) and the psycho-
logical (this case could ultimately be an illusory “smoking gun’). There are a
multitude of general books, popular magazine articles, and media documen-
taries on the Roswell case. A few peer-reviewed scientific and scholarly pa-
pers have also appeared in such sources as the Journal of Scientific Explo-
ration and the Journal of UFO Studies. The authors responsible for this body
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of literature vary in their credibility, expertise, and point of view. It is no won-
der, therefore, that no firm resolution has come to the Roswell case.

Given this state of affairs, one could legitimately question whether the field
really needs another book on Roswell. My first reaction is “no,” but I amend
that thought by stating that the field does not need a book that is more of the
same. The Roswell Encyclopedia is clearly and admittedly skewed toward the
“pro-UFO” side of the Roswell debate, but it is not more of the same. Instead,
this reference book takes a decidedly lucid and journalistic look at the case and
acknowledges data from both proponents and critics. This is what a newcomer
to the case demands, and it is what the field could stand more of. Kevin Randle
does not provide the reader with a comprehensive history of the case, but
rather the purpose of the book is to do the following:

Begin at a point that is beyond the basics and provide the latest, and the best, of the
Roswell information. Look at it from the point of view of the best information avail-
able, whether pro or con. Attempt to give that information without a ‘spin’ put on it.
Ask the right questions so that the case can be understood by those who have not devot-
ed months, or years, to its study (pp. VI-VII).

Randle succeeds admirably in his goal, although he does give a “spin” to
some of the evidence. I was expecting nothing less, however, because Randle
gives the reader the benefit of his expertise and impressions with respect to
some of the more controversial material. For example, a particularly hot re-
search issue in the Roswell case involves the analysis of a “memo” held by
General Ramey during the famous press conference in which Ramey debunked
the previously described crashed saucer debris as a weather balloon. Some re-
searchers using high-tech software and equipment claim to be able to decipher
some of the content on that memo. Not surprisingly, such advocates of the case
state that the memo describes a scenario that is consistent with a UFO cover-
up. Drawing on his background in psychology (Randle holds a Ph.D. in psy-
chology), Randle is quick to point out the shortcomings and potential biases in
these studies. Therefore, the “spins” that Randle does impart on some of the
material are welcome additions. In some places readers might get the mistaken
impression that Randle is skeptical that Roswell was anything but a weather
balloon. In other places, the reader will feel that he is a hardened believer that
Roswell was a UFO cover-up.

Make no mistake—Randle believes that Roswell involved a crashed ex-
traterrestrial craft. Yet, he is not willing to accept blindly any piece of evidence
that seems to support his belief. He is critical of any claim until it is proved,
and this attitude comes through nicely in the book. Furthermore, Randle’s
quick and sometimes forceful rebuttals or defenses of some data actually bring
to light the real cover-up surrounding the Roswell case, namely the investiga-
tors and the internal politics of the UFO field. Many proponents of the
Roswell case need not worry that the government is hiding information from



424 Book Reviews

them (undoubtedly it is and you do not need to be paranoid to understand this).
Neither does the government need to worry that information will be discovered
and disseminated by UFO researchers. Why? In general, it seems that re-
searchers of the Roswell case do not work together and share information.
When they do share information, they often cannot come to a consensus about
its merit or meaning. The subsequent debates (i.e., fights) among the investiga-
tors keep the book publishing market alive and well, but it kills a legitimate
and responsible search for the truth of what happened near Roswell.

As you read the entries in The Roswell Encyclopedia, the politics of the field
become painfully apparent. These politics have significantly tainted how some
investigators interpret data—a phenomenon not unfamiliar to the larger scien-
tific community. Yet, here it significantly clouds what could be one of the most
important cases in ufology. To a newcomer, a glimpse of the politics in this
case is quite valuable in understanding many entries in the encyclopedia.
These entries span key historical figures in the case, backgrounds of the cur-
rent researchers, the testimony of the main eyewitnesses, and alternative ex-
planations for the case. What is missing are a reference section and a general
bibliography that newcomers like myself should consult in order to gain a
working knowledge of the basics of the case. Since this is an encyclopedia,
these omissions are understandable. Nevertheless, I have taken an unorthodox
approach and requested such a bibliography from Randle himself explicitly
for this book review. He was happy to serve the JSE readership, even without
seeing the contents of my report.

In the first few pages of Randle’s introduction we are told that both propo-
nents and skeptics agree that something crashed in the New Mexico desert in
the summer of 1947. This fact is indisputable, but the explanations of what
crashed have reached mythical proportions. Regardless of any evidential
value, aspects of this case have become modern folklore—urban myths in the
making. Randle makes the astute point that these myths are perpetrated by
both proponents and debunkers of this case. The book therefore attempts to
separate fact from fiction, but it is not intended to solve the case. However, the
book hopefully will motivate the appearance of new researchers who are up to
the challenge, and who are not be blinded or obligated to the politics of previ-
ous investigators. Even if your primary research interests are not related to
ufology, this book is a sobering and dare I say entertaining look at the status of
the Roswell case. And if you read between the lines (in some instances you do
not have to), the reader will understand how one of the most possibly impor-
tant events in human history has been “victimized” by some of the very people
that advocate for its investigation. In both its content and attitude, Randle’s
encyclopedia is thankfully not more of the same.

JaMESs HouRrAN

Southern Illinois University School of Medicine
Department of Psychiatry

Jhouran @ siumed. edu
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No other single UFO case has generated so much heat and ultimately as little
light as the alleged crash and retrieval of a UFO near Roswell, New Mexico, in
the summer of 1947. Some see it as one of the sacred pillars of ufology, follow-
ing just weeks on the heels of the field’s very first sacred pillar—pilot Kenneth
Arnold’s June 24, 1947, report of nine, silvery, high-speed objects in the Pacific
Northwest. Others see it as the classic example of a UFO investigation gone hor-
ribly amiss, plagued by shoddy research, unreliable witnesses, and an unwilling-
ness to countenance any data that indicated a non-extraterrestrial explanation.

Or at least that’s the way Karl T. Pflock views Roswell. A former Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense and intelligence officer for the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, Pflock is no stranger to the subject. He is a New Mexico State
Section Director for MUFON—the Mutual UFO Network—and author of a
previous monograph, Roswell in Perspective, along with numerous other UFO
and related articles.

This much is known with absolute certainty. On Tuesday, July 8, 1947, the
following press release was issued to the local media, picked up by the wire
services, and then reprinted around the world:

The many rumors regarding the flying disc became a reality yesterday when the intelli-
gence office of the 509th Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force, Roswell Army Air



