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Abstract—For about 25 years, lan Stevenson has presented detailed ac-
counts of hisfirst hand investigations which suggest a substantial basisfor
thewidespread acceptanceof rebirth or reincarnati oncasesin somecommu-
nities. Thisinvestigationwaslimited to two main questions: Do some chil-
dren and their familiesreport that information and other indicatorsemerge
which provide connectionsto other personswho have previously died?Isit
necessary to assume that some of the information and that some of the
indicatorsaredueto paranormal processesbecauise they cannot be reason-
ably accounted for by more orthodox means?The resultsof thisinvestiga-
tion are based on a preliminary evaluation of all 23 casesstudied in 1988.
The 23 cases can be regarded as rdatively unselected samples from three
countries, namely Burma, Thailand, and Turkey. The answer to the first
questionisan unqualified"yes" The answer to the second questionisaso
affirmative but due to the limitationsof field study conditions, the affirma-
tion can only be judtified in somewhat subjective probability terms, never-
theless,in termscomparabl eto what i n quantitati veresearchiscalled signifi-
cant. Although the question whether the suggested paranormal resultssup-
port the reincarnation hypothesis was not pursued, some aspects of this
investigation which seem relevant to this question are briefly discussed.

ConnectionsBetween Children and Per sons Who Had Previoudy Died

Devotinga major part of hislifeto this research lan Stevenson (1S), hasar-
argued in numerous publications(1966, 1975, 1977, 1980, 1983, and 1987),
that in various communities, some children have memories, behavioral
characteristics,aswell as physiological peculiaritieswhich seem to uniquely
connect them with particular individualswho have previoudy died. These
cases can only be regarded as potentially important with respect to reincar-
nation or rebirth hypotheses if these connections to previous lives (PLs)
include some paranormal aspects. Two publicationsby 1S (1988, 1990) in
the J3E&, although primarily concerned with unusual aspects of the cases
studied, provideexamplesof IS’s investigations.
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In 1988, 1 carried out a field investigation which attempted to establish:

1. whether some children and their familiesreport that connections exist
which are based on memories and other characteristicsof personswho
had previoudly died. These characteristics may include behavior pat-
terns, such as skillsand aptitudes, health-related indicators and, other
physiological peculiaritiessuch as birthmarksand/or defectsand racia
characteristics.

2. whether on the basisof a qualitative analysisstrong indicationsemerge
which suggest that, in addition to normal aspects of such connections,
paranormal ones must have also played a part.

3. whether frameworks and methods—in addition to those aready em-
ployed by IS—can be introduced which might assist in estimating the
probability of (2) above.

Prior to theinvestigation, it was agreed that if the conclusion was reached
that paranormal aspects played a part, it would not be the purpose of this
report to pursue the question as to whether such resultscan be best accom-
modated within the framework of a rebirth or reincarnation hypothesis.
Nevertheless, at the conclusion some aspects of this question will be briefly
discussed.

For thisinvestigation, it seems appropriate to define the term connection
asan identifiablesimilarity or equivalence between, on the one hand, actions
or mental and/or physiological statesand characteristicsof a previousperson-
aity (PP), i.e., of a person who had previously died and, on the other hand,
those of asubject (S), usually achild, whoisalive. It isassumed that all these
connectionscontain some normal elements, including coincidental similari-
tiesand not necessarily any paranormal aspectsat al. Neverthel ess, paranor-
mal aspectsor processesmay manifest themselvesin these connections, and
may be the most striking feature of scme of them. Rebirth or reincarnation
asa possibleand perhapseven asthe most appropriate interpretation of such
paranormal aspects, could not be reasonably maintained as more than a
symbolic concept, if it was assumed that paranormal aspectsdo not play a
part at least in some of these connections.

Since the field work was carried out along similar lines previoudy em-
ployed by IS, other termsalready introduced by 1S (1987, p. 20) will be used

without suggestingthat any interpretative conclusionswhich may beimplied
by theseterms should necessarily be adopted. For the summariesand discus-
sionsof actual cases, termslike rebirth, reincarnation, and previouslife (PL)
will frequently be used because these werethe termswhich were used by the
peopl e concerned.

Independence of the Study

This relatively independent field work was encouraged and supported by
IS. Some comments, therefore, are appropriate which clearly indicate the
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limitationsof thisindependenceaswell asother aspectsof my interest inthis
areawhich may have had a bearing on the fieldwork itself aswell ason this
written account of it.

More than 20 yearsago, | visited IS for thefirst time at the University of
Virginia. At that stage, | mainly worked in association with the late J. G.
Pratt, carryingout experiments quite unrelated to Stevenson's reincarnation
studies. During several further visitsto the Division of Personaity Studies,
some of them supported by IS, | havefor sometime devel oped a high regard
for ISwhich could best be summarized by suchtermsas professional appreci-
ation and personal friendship. Some readers may question whether thisisa
good basisfor an independent study. However, my high regard for ISleaves
me in no doubt that he would welcome any resultsin his field of interest
which are based on sound research, whether they support his point of view or
not. Indeed, | am surethat he would regard it asquiteimproper if | reported
any research findingsin such a way that they did not fully reflect my own
views based on the research which | conducted.

Prior to this fiddd work, | have not been involved in survival, reincarna-
tion, or rebirth research. It is fair to say that my interest in this area has
awaysbeen rather limited because| regard a bdief in the finality of death as
reasonable. | regard the normal influence human beingscan exercise beyond
their lifespan (on account of their work and involvement with others when
they are alive) as a sufficiently humbling, as wel as an elating experience
which to me does not suggest a need for any additional survival possihilities.
| also redlizethat thisapparently quite personal position in my belief system
is neverthelessinfluenced by cultural and other factorsand that in adifferent
community setting | might have developed quite a different point of view.

Itisalsofor thisreasonthat | preferred not to beinvolvedintheinterpreta
tion of any paranormal results. Although | have no difficulty in considering
rebirth or reincarnation intellectually, | am not sure to what extent such
considerations can be kept free of unconsciousdistortionswhen theseconsid-
erations begin to haveabearing on my personal belief system. Perhaps more
importantly, by avoiding any involvement in IS’s interpretation that the
rebirth hypothesisprovidesthe best fit for such data, my own investigations
remained relatively straightforward and do not require any specid expertise
with respect to philosophical and religious questions which cannot be
avoided when the rebirth or reincarnation hypothesisisincluded.

Procedure

| investigatedall the cases by interviewingthe persons concerned with the
help of an interpreter. Notes and occasionally tape recordings were made
during theseinterviews.

There are some general differences between the way cases were investi-
gated in thisstudy compared to most casesreported by IS. A large number of
IS’s cases were based on an initial investigation and frequently on several
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follow-upinterviewsat alater stageafter all thedetailsof theinitial investiga
tion had been examined. Although such follow-up interviewswould obvi-
oudy be desirablein practicaly al of my cases, under the time and travel
restrictionsthis was only possibleto alimited extent.

Sincethe second question— whether paranormal processesareinvolved—
very soon became the major consideration in this study, | tried to pursue
those aspects which might throw some light on thisquestion and | avoided
time consuming, but in the long run, highly desirable tasks such asfinding
postmortem records, birth certificates, and similar documents. | can, to
some extent, justify this choice by pointing out that if there is no disagree-
ment about the existence of a subject and of a PP, officid documentation
frequently does not have a bearing on the paranormality question. Postmor-
tem reports may be most valuableif birthmarks are a major and potentially
paranormal feature of a case, but my cases—to the extent that postmortem
reports might have been obtained at al —would probably not have been
improved (asfar asthe paranormality question isconcerned) on account of
such records.

I ndigenous Acceptanceof Cases

Readersin countriesin which reincarnation casesare rarely reported may
need to be assured that in other communities such casesare, in fact, reported
and often accepted. Based on field observationsand qualitative evidence, |
would argue that the essential aspects of these cases are truthfully reported
from the point of view of those who experiencethem directly or indirectly.
Although deliberate deceptions may occur from time to time, such occur-
rencesare quite rare and do not have any real bearing on thisfirst question.
My finding that with rare exceptionsthose who report cases speak the truth
asthey seeit is aso based on the following more specific observations:

[. Practically al interviewsconducted in Burmese villages (and to a lesser
degree, this was also happeningin Thailand and Turkey) took placein
public. Anindividual could not make statements without the rest of the
village being aware of it. In villages, particularly in Burma, belief in
reincarnation is an important aspect of religiousand community life.
False claimswould generaly be regarded as major transgressionsof the
behaviora codes of these communities. In small villages most of the
peopleseem to be aware of existingcasesand intentional misrepresenta-
tions made by one individual would be obviousto most of those present,
who, during interviews, frequently expressapproval and agreement with
statements which correspond to their memoriesand experiences. | have
no doubt that in most of thesesmall communities disapproval would be
clearly voiced if fase or mideading statements were made.

2. In Thailand and Turkey, parents of children who appear to have con-
nectionsto PLs, frequently do not welcome these connections. Particu-
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larly, some fathers are most upset if their sonstell them something like:
"You are not my father, my father's nameis. . .” Some parentsin
Thailand give specia food to such children which is supposed to help
them to forget their PLs. Particularly in Turkey, at times, some such
children are beaten by their fatherswhen thesechildren try to talk about
their PLs.

3. Many parents—whether they strongly oppose their children's connec-
tionsto PLs or not—make an effort to investigatetheir children'sclaim
and visit the villagesand housesthat these children point out to them.
Such viditsare noticed by otherswho are not directly related to the case.

4. A study of the detailsof the cases investigated suggestsagreement with
the assumption that most of the people involved provided information
i n good faith and consi derabl edi sagreement with deception and conspir-
&y hypotheses.

5. On one occasion, a professional psychologist, Duansmorn Likitsawat,
from the hospital in Surat Thani in Thailand participatedin the investi-
gation of the Ourarat Srineel case. She stated at the beginning that she
did not bdievein reincarnation and she had not changed her mind after
our investigation. Neverthel ess, shecameto the conclusion that the peo-
pleinvolved spoke the truth asthey saw it.

In general, | am confident that any reasonable person—no matter how
opposed to reincarnation or to paranormal aspects of such connections—
would come to a similar conclusion about most of the cases. Once the con-
clusionisreached that children and their relativesdo indeed report connec-
tions between themselves and PPs, the main question that remains is
whether these connectionscan be accounted for by normal means, including
coincidences, or whether paranormal ones appear to be involved as well.

Assessment of Paranormality

Anayzingthe casesin order to estimateto what extent paranormal aspects
or processes are involved probably invokesin most readers some negéative
reactionto theterm paranormal and perhapsin someacompl eterejection of
paranormal possibilities. Unfortunately, in the popular literature, the term
paranormal isfrequently distorted and sensationalized to a point which jus-
tifiessuch acompl eterejection. For the purpose of thisanalysis, paranormal
simply indicates that some information was not obtained by any normal
meansthat can presently be suggested, such asachild overhearingconversa-
tions, etc., and |l ater repeating detail swhilethe childisno longer aware of the
source. Normal information may be mixed up with paranormal informa-
tion. Similarly birthmarksinthemselvesmay bedueto normal physiologica
processes, but in some cases the location, shape, appearance, color, and
texture of birthmarks may be regarded as paranormal.
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Althoughiit is never possibleto rule out all hypothetical normal explana-
tions with absolute certainty, the degreeto which thisis attempted provides
some measure of the likelihood that a paranormal processisinvolved. Case
studies are relatively complex summaries of statements and observations
rel atingto even morecomplex behavioral responsesand experiences, person-
ality characteristics,and physiologica peculiarities. Consequently, it is not
possible to list conditions which help to exclude normal aspects, in some
kind of hierarchical order. Nevertheless, the following conditions are likely
to strengthen a claim for the presence of paranormal aspects.

1. Sand S’s family do not know and have no contact with PP's family until
S has made definite and potentially verifiable verba statements.

2. S makes numerous unambiguous statements which are relatively inde-
pendent of each other about a PP and a PL which can be verified.

3. S provides information about something not known to anybody —ex-
cept, in the past, to PP—which can be verified; e.g., someitem hidden by
PP and recovered by S.

4, Statements made by S—preferably before PP's family isinvolved—are
noted by more than one member of Ss family and preferably by others
(not belonging to the family) as well.

5. Without any opportunity to learn or imitate, Sis able to do something
which correspondsto some activity PP wasableto carry out. For exam-
ple, Sisableto spesk alanguageor dialect whichisnot usedin S’s family,
and which is not spoken by personswith whom S had contact.

6. Similar to (5), but S has some opportunity to learn and imitate. Never-
theless, S seemsfar more proficient than would normally be expected.

7. S has birthmarks and or deformaties which correspond to injuries or
other peculiarities of PP. (Severa birthmarks which correspond to spe-
cific injuries sustained by PP are more impressive than one birthmark
which correspondsto alarge injury which has no compellingfeaturein
agreement with the location of the birthmark.)

8. Unusual preferencesand phobiasof Sat an early agewhichdo not make
sensein terms of Ss experiencesin hisor her life, but which correspond
to someimportant preferencesor traumasin PPs life.

9. Although more difficult to evaluate, the intensity and spontaneity with
which statements are made and with which emotionsare expressed, also
have a bearing on the assessment.

Thislist could be extended. It can also beintegrated, to someextent, if itis
kept in mind that thereare mainly two criteriain operation here on the basis
of which paranormality can be assessed. On the one hand, the number and
the complexity of relatively independent statements and other characteris-
ticswhich correspond to verifiablestatements, features, and factsassociated
with PP must be taken into account because asmall number of statements
based on fantasiescould, by chance, be in agreement with some aspects of
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PP’s life. On the other hand, thequestion should berai sed, to what extent did
barriersexist that madeit impossible or unlikely that seemingly paranormal
connections between PP and S occurred by normal means.

As|l indicatedearlier in my assessment, deliberatedeceptionsdo not play
an important role, but the probability of self-deceptionerrorsand distortions
must be serioudy considered and, as far as possible, eliminated. Witnesses
who are not part of theimmediate family circle of S may not be completely
freefrom influenceswhich maintain self-deceptionbut the risk of thisoccur-
ring is reduced. Motivation also has a bearing on thisquestion. Parentswho
do not welcome reincarnation casesare lesslikely to interact with Sin ways
that might lead to self-deception. However, it would be unfair to conclude
that parents who are less opposed to reincarnation necessarily encourage
such interactions. Children who seem to remember a PL under more favor-
ablecircumstancesthan their present lifeare morelikely to be motivated by
wishful thinking but such socio-economic differences are not a sufficient
reason to rgect such claims. Similarly, memories of a less favorable PL
cannot, on socio-economic grounds, be regarded as a sufficient reason to
accept such claims.

In order to assessthe casesin away that hassomesimilarity to aquantita-
tive evaluation, | am suggesting the following procedure and criteria. Each
caseisfirg assumed to be based on normal processesonly and an attempt is
made to fit the data into a framework of normal processes. Items which
cannot be readily included, and which seem to demand some paranormal
aspectscan be combined such that each case can be assessed assignificantly
positive, strongly positive, or moderately positive. A case may a so be judged
to be neutral or moderately negative, strongly negative, or significantly nega-
tive. However, negative cases (in contrast to some quantitative research)
cannot be combined with positive onesin order to support (along similar
lines as in two-tailed tests) the hypothesis that paranormal processes are
involved. In the overall assessment of cases, negativeones necessarily reduce
or eliminate the total positivefindings. For the purpose of thisstudy, nega
tive cases are defined as those which are regarded as reincarnation casesin
the community in which they are reported, but which, after some analysis,
appear to be due to normal processes. Mogt of these negative cases could
probably be called self-deception cases. Numbers suggest a degree of accu-
racy which is not justified for this assessment. Nevertheless, the categories
can bevisuaized by keepingin mind that "' neutral"* attemptstoindicatea.s
and""significantly positive’ agreater than .95 probability that paranormality
isinvolved. It is assumed (in a somewhat similar way as in a heads/tails
distribution of coins) that seemingly paranormal aspectsof caseshavea .S
probability given that normal causesand/or chance are responsible.

In order to make the selection processes explicit, all 23 cases pursued in
this study were included in a preliminary evaluation. Brief summaries are
provided for about half of the cases which are sufficient to illustrate the
evaluation. One case, as a kind of anchorage point, is included with full
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details. Some of the cases(7) were then excluded from further consideration
because, under the existing time limitations, they could not be investigated
to a point wherea reasonabl e assessment could be made. Thisexclusion was
carried out predominantly against the hypothesis that paranormality isin-
volved, because such incomplete cases typically look positive in the first
place but, without further checksand information, thisassessment does not
yet seem justified.

Inthefollowinglist of cases,acall namewhich referstoa particular feature
of each caseisadded, and these names will be used when casesare compared
and discussed. These namesareintroduced for convenience only, since most
of the real names of the subjectsconcerned are unfamiliar to many readers,
and somewhat difficult to remember.

Casesin Burma

8 August 1988: Ma Aye Aye Maw (5) —Shy girl case(Sat first would not
talk to us).

e 8 August 1988: Ma Nyo (36) —Sex change, dacoit case (PP died asa
dacoit).

e 8 August 1988: U Tun Kyi (50) — Firewoodchestmark case (PP’s chest
was burned by a piece of firewood).
9 August 1988: MaTin Sein (17) —Pierced corpse case (PP’s body was
pierced when it was pushed into a grave).
9 August 1988: MaMyint Myint (22) — Discarnateterror case(Sclaims
PP died of fright by a discarnate).
10 August 1988: Mg Myint (26) —Old age case (PP died at age 73).

Casesin Thailand

18 August 1988: Ourarat Srineel (8) —Hospital case (Swastaken to a

hospital when S started to talk about her PL).

4 November 1988: Sripha Ruken (16)—Buffdo case (PP died when

looking after a buffalo).

4 November 1988: Scrimon Manokhan (34) — Retributioncase (S be-

lievesthat her foot deformity isdueto misconduct in the PL of the PP).
¢ 6 November 1988: Tutkhorn Chitpricha (6)—Bangkok, long distance

case(Slivesin Bangkok, PPlived and died about 500 kilometersaway).

(Full details are provided).

9 November 1988: Todsac Gowana (11) — Great grandmother case

(PPisclaimed to be the great grandmother of S).

Casesin Turkey

19 November 1988: Amed Biiyukasik (56) — Execution case (PP was
executed by mistake).

19 November 1988: Gomol Biiyiikasik (10)—Suicide case (S claims
that PP committed suicide).

20 November 1988: Mehmet Arikdal (5)—Adana case(Sclaimsto have
lived in Adana during hisPL).
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¢ 21 November 1988: Demet Kiziltan (8) —Murdered wifecase (Sclaims
PP was murdered by PP's husband).
21 November 1988: BediaGulbahar (24) —Firgt I stanbul case (Sclaims
asPPshelivedin Istanbul).
22 November 1988: | zzettin Genc (35) —Sweet shop man case (S hasa
sweetshop at the highway to Antakya).
23 November 1988: Yildiz Octay (19)—Second |stanbul case (Sclaims
as PP shelived in Istanbul).

e 25 November 1988: Zeynep Sonmez (6) — Doctor's case (investigated
with the help of an MD from Antakya).
26 November 1988:; Aziz Giizel (30)—Reluctant case (PP'sfamily gave
information, but S was unwilling to talk).
26 November 1988: Emire Koc (7) — Turkish shy girl case (Swould not
talk to us).
29 November 1988: Fatma Altinoz (30) —Pin case (Sfound pin from
PPs life).
30 November 1988: Semsettin Menken (21) —Motorbikecase (PPdied
in a motorbike accident).

In the following brief summariesof about half the caseswhich | studied,
only afew aspectswill be summarized. All availabledetail sof these casesare
on file at the Division of Personality Studies, Department of Behavioral
Medicine and Psychiatry, School of Medicine, University of Virginia. In
addition to the brief summaries of about haf the cases, one case which |
regard asrelatively important from the point of view of paranormality will be
presented in more detail. Thisexample may also be of helpin clarifyingthe
categorizationand overall assessment of all the cases.

Brief Summaries of the Cases Studied

Cases in Burma

IShad studied casesin Burmapreviously and made arrangementsfor Daw
Hnin Aye (DHA) to prepare preliminary information about new casesin
differentlocalities. Visitsto Burmain 1988 were restricted to seven days, and
severd vidts (up to five) had been planned. Even in five weeksit would not
have been possibleto study al the cases DHA had located. In consultation
with IS, | selected a number of cases that seemed particularly interesting
because of birth marks, sex change, age of S, etc.

Asit happened | arrivedin Pyawbwe (atown on the railway line between
Rangoon and Mandalay, about 12 hours by train from Mandalay) on 8
August 1988. Thiswasthe day when major disturbancesstartedin Rangoon,
and soon spread throughout the country. On the 8th | visited Pattar village
(about 3 hoursdrive by jeep from Pyawbwe) and investigated the caseof Ma
Aye Aye Maw (the Burmeseshy girl case), the caseof MaNyo (thedacoit, sex
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change case), and the case of U Tun Kyi (the firewood chestmark case).
Becauseof thelimited timeduring that day only one of the preselected cases,
the dacoit sex change case, was investigated.

On account of the disturbances, only threeadditional casesnear Pyawbwe
could be pursued. Among these six Burmese cases, only one was presdl ected.
DHA participated asan interpreter for al of them.

The Shy Girl Case. As a three-year-old, the subject (S) said she was the
previous personality (PP), who had died at the age of 19. In my presence, S,
then 5-years-old, initially would not talk at all. We obtained statementsfrom
S’s elder sister and Ss mother. After much prompting, S later spoke a few
sentences. | could not redly direct any questionsto her. Itisdifficult tojudge
how far S was influenced in what she said by those who were present. Ac-
cordingto DHA, the contentsof Ss sentenceswere unrel ated to the encour-
agement which she received. S spoke only briefly and what she said was
limited to claiming to be PP and to a short account of how, asadiscarnate,
shefollowed acow into the village. | do not fed confident that S’s statements
were her own, but it is possiblethey were. | had no opportunity on that day to
talk to membersof PP's family who lived in the same village some distance
from S. S’s mother claimed that PP was not mentioned in the presence of S
until after S had started to talk about her PL at the age of three. | am confi-
dent that Ss mother and other present membersof the village believethat S
is a reincarnation of PP. Apparently neighbors had heard S talk about
her PL.

Evaluation: Asthe casestands| would regardit asneutral. However, since
a good ded of additional information could be obtained in the future, |
regard this case as sufficiently incomplete to be excluded from the overal
evaluation of this study.

The Dacoit Sex Change Case. PP's family livesin the same villageas S |

interviewed S (aged 36 in 1988) and S’s father. DHA had previously spoken
to Ss mother and to Mg Aye Myint from the same village who remembers
variousdetail sabout PP. We had no opportunity to talk toa member of PP's
family. PP, as a dacoit, was remembered by various people in the village
including by villagerswho were present during our interviewswith Sand Ss

father.

Sat 36 seemed to remember agood deal about her PL whichisunusual at
that age. Her explanation wasthat every day her deformed feet reminded her
of her PL. Ss statementsagreed with thosemade by her parents. S’s behavior
was clearly moderately masculine. S was noticeably independent, i.e., she
did not seem to modify or change her statements in any way in order to
accommodate expectationsby others. Her birthmarks agree with PPs inju-
ries, but not to a significant extent because PP received multiple injuriesat
death. Sapparently wasable to indicate where she had hidden some money
in her PL. The money was found, but on the day of my visit, | could not
contact anybody who could independently verify these events.
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Therewasasuggestion of which | had not becomeaware until after we had
left the village, namely, that Ss deformitieswere due to leprosy and that S
tries to conceal this by referring to the injuries PP suffered at the time
of death.

Evaluation: The caseisrich in detail and seemsto receive support from
various sources, and although additional information is needed, it seems
likely that such information will strengthen rather than weaken the case.
Although leprosy was mentioned asa possible motivefor deception, it seems
unlikely that leprosy was actually involved. A dacoitin general, and this PP
in particular, on account of his misdeeds, cannot be regarded as a suitable
basis for deception which Ss parents might have started. Since S started to
talk about her PL at the age of three, it is unlikely that S used normal infor-
mation about PP which may have been availablein the village at that time.
In summary, | regard this case as moderately to strongly positive.

The Firewood Chestmark Case. The subject (aged 50 in 1988) can still re-
member, but added that membersof hisfamily reminded him of PPand that
thisisthe reason. AsPP, hefdl into alake, and in thislife hefdl into ariver.
Sisafraid of water. Shasa birthmark whichisstill visibleon hischest which
issupposedto be dueto a piecedf firewood which burnt PP on the samespot
when PP was four-years-old. The firewood event was unrelated to PP's
death. PP had fished without permission, was beaten by monks, and died
three dayslater.

We had no opportunity to talk to other membersof Ss or PPs families.
None of the statementscould be verified. Sisa village elder and thereisno
good reason why he should wish to deceive us or others. The birthmark on
hischest, although visible, is not disfiguringand does not seem to providea
good reason for deception which might have been initiated by his parents.
Nevertheless, the amount of information availableisvery limited at present.

Evaluation: On the basis of the availableinformation at present | would
rate this case as neutral to moderately positive. The caseis sufficiently in-
complete to be excluded from the overall evaluation of this study.

The Pierced Corpse Case (Ma Tin Sein). We interviewed S, (aged 17 in
1988), her father, PP's sister, awithess(who had heard Stalk about a PL), as
well as a witness who was present during the preparation of PP's funeral.
PP died when a lorry overturned outside his home village. Accordingto
local customs, the corpse must be kept outsidethevillage, and the corpse had
started to bloat before the funeral could be arranged. PP was buried in a
tomb but the corpse could not beeasily fitted into the tomb. Stickswere used
to move the corpse and one thigh was pierced. Thisaccount of PP's death
was given by PP's sgter and later confirmed by a witness who was present
during the funeral preparations. S hasabirthmark on onethigh whichisstill
clearly visible. Ss parentsdid not know PP who lived in a different village
about 35 kilometersaway. Ss parents had no direct contact with PP's village,
but asister of Ss father livesin PP's village. Shad started to talk about a PL
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when she was two- or three-years-old. S spoke spontaneously about a PL
until she was 5. Thiswas confirmed by a neighbor who had heard S at that
time. S gave PP's name and details about PP's accident. When PPs sister
became aware that S made these statements, S was taken to PP's village. S
recognized PP's clothes. Salsoinquired about atreethat PP had planted but
which was no longer there.

Sisagirl, PPwasaman. S, asachild, had a preferencefor boysclothesand
parti cipated in somegameswhich are usually only played by boys. However,
Scried easily.

Evaluation: Ssaid that she could still remember some aspects of her PL,
but since the statements which she had made as a child were known by
variouspeople, and sincecontact had been establishedwith PP's relativesfor
some time, it is difficult to judge to what extent Ss statements can be re-
garded as independent memories. Nevertheless, it seems clear that Ss par-
entsdid not know the PP, and that S gave information about a PP without
any apparent contact with personswho could have known PP. The witness
(not related to S) who had heard Ss statements about a PL some yearsago,
wasintelligent and not inclined to accept reincarnation storieseasily. How-
ever, she accepted Sassuch acase. Factual detailsprovided by Sagreed with
statements made by PP's sister and the person who partici patedin the prepa-
ration of PP's funeral. If it had been possible to investigatethe case when S
wasdtill younger, the case might have been judged to besignificantinitsown
right. Asitis, | rate it as moderately to strongly positive.

The Discarnate Terror Case. The subject (aged 22 in 1988) can still re-
member her PL, but she could not give us many details. Apparently, as a
child, she recognized and pointed out objects that belonged to PP. During
my visit, we were only able to talk to Sand her grandmother —who could
give ussomeinformation about PP. Other membersof Ss and PP's families
could be contacted but were not available during my vist.

Evaluation: On the basisof the information availableat present, | would
rate this case as neutral to moderately positive. The case is sufficiently in-
completeto be excluded from the overal evaluation of this study.

The Old AgeCase. The subject (aged 26 in 1988) can till remember hisPL.
He gave afair number of details. Apparently, he spontaneously recognized
someitems that belonged to PP.

Saso remembered that, as PP, he gave some scripturesto his second son
(in hisPL) who still hasthese scriptures. Apart from S, we were only ableto
talk to S’s mother, who confirmed his statements.

Evaluation: Although the information available is limited and based on
only two persons, some of the items and events appear to be substantial.
Further inquiriesshould be pursued. Nevertheless, on the basisof the infor-
mation available to date, | fed sufficiently confident to include thiscasein
the overall evaluation with a moderate positive rating.
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Casesin Thailand

Asindicatedin theintroduction to the Burmesecases, the problemswhich
occurred in August 1988, prevented the investigation of most of the cases
which | had planned to pursue there. On short notice, | had to turn to
Thailand for the continuation of my research. IS had studied casesin Thai-
land someyearsago but, unlikein Burma, there wasonly one caseto which |
could turn immediately. Although | had most useful assistancefrom anum-
ber of Thais who had been associated with IS’s research before, generdly it
was not possible for any of them to participatein the actual investigations
during my visit. It took moretimeto find and pursuecasesin Thailand. On
ths other hand, it was possible to follow variousleads and to travel freely
throughout Thailand for this purpose.

Although Thailand is predominantly a Buddhist country and most people
accept reincarnation in an abstract kind of way, few Thais expect to experi-
ence these strange connections which some children claim to have. Most
Thaisare decidedly uneasy when they are personally confronted with such
eventsin their own families. Many believe that these memorieswill create
problemsfor their sons and daughters, and usually children are discouraged
from expressingtheir aleged memories. |n someregionsit iseven customary
to prepare special food which is supposed to help these children to forget
their PLs.

This relatively negative attitude toward cases probably developed fairly
recently, and may not have been equally predominant 20, or even 10, years
ago. Relativesof thegreat grandmother casetold methat the customto mark
dead bodiesin order to recognize corresponding birthmarks on reincarna-
tion cases was abandoned about 30 years ago. A number of senior monks
could not remember having heard of any casesin their districtsduring recent
years. Some had no knowledge of any casesat all. Although thisindifferent
attitude toward casesappearsto be fairly widespread, there are regional dif-
ferences. It must also be mentioned that professional and academic groups
expressed agood deal of positiveinterestin these casestudies. | would not be
surprised, though, if most of the people in these groups would be equally
uneasy if it concerned their own families.

For the investigationof the retribution caseand the buffalo case, Dr. Boon
Nilakesh from Chiang Mai University participated asinterpreter. Dr. Boon
also trand ated when we contacted PPs father, brother, and former wife in
connectionwith the Bangkok case. PP'ssister speaksEnglishand except fora
few wordswhich Dr. Boon translated, no interpretation was required. Both
Dr. Chieng Siriyananda from the Siri clinic in Bangkok and his son, Mr.
Chutinun, trandated for me when we interviewed the parents of the Bang-
kok case(i.e., S's parents).

Nathapong Muadtip, from the Nakorn Sri Thammarat teacher's college,
participated as an interpreter during all the interviews associated with the
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Ourarat case. The great grandmother sex change case | initially contacted
with the assistance of a monk, Mr. Putsupat Karahong from Wat Thaton,
Tumbon Tha Ton, Amphur Mae-Ai, who speaks a limited amount of En-
glish. Mr. Jirapon Kurenak, an architect from Bangkok who wastemporarily
in Tha Ton, kindly volunteered to translate during a second visit during
which we obtained the information for this case.

The Ourarat Sineel Case (Hospital Case). We met S, Ss mother, and PP's
father. S was seven-years-old in 1988. PP had died suddenly when she was
eight. Ss parents have a shop about one kilometer from PP's house. Until S
was two-years-old, Ss parents lived somewhere else, and there was no con-
tact between s's parents and PP's relatives. There waslittle contact later, but
PP's father occasionally visited Ss parents' shop.

Sstarted to talk about a PL when she wastwo. Scried alot, and particu-
larly wanted to be with "her father' but not with her real father, i.e., Ss
father. One day, when Ssaw PP's father in her parents shop, shecalled him
father and was happy to bewith him. Ss parents were concerned about these
eventsand took Sto a hospital. Nevertheless, S's parents also noticed that S
was much more content and did not cry after she had met PPs father. S
eagerly waited for further visitsby PP's father and kept food items for him.

When Svisited PP's housefor thefirst time, she pointed out where PP had
slept even though this house was no longer used. In the meantime, PPs
parents had built a new house. PP recognized photos and other items.

Information was mainly provided by Ss mother, who isa thoughtful and
reasonablewoman. Ss parents arein a better socio-economic position than
PP's parents. A local psychologist, from the hospital that Ss parents had
consulted, accompanied us during these interviews. She said, she did not
believe in reincarnation but also stated that she believed that the people
spokethetruth asthey saw it. When we met Sshe could not redly remember
detailsfrom a PL any longer. Shasbecomeinvolved in religious mattersand
associated religious beliefswith her views of her PL which seem to be based
on what her parents had told her about her earlier behavior. Although we
had no opportunity to interview other persons not related to these families,
apparently a number of personshad heard Stalk about a PL because many
people vist the shop.

Evaluation: It ispossiblethat Smay have overheard somediscussionwhen
she wastwo, and that sheincorporated some information into what seemed
to be memories of a PL. Nevertheless, | was positively impressed with this
case because Ss parents had not welcomed Ss behavior, and had tried to
modify it by taking her to a hospital. | was unable to obtain recordsor direct
accountsabout these consultations from hospital staff, but thereisno doubt
that they took place. Gradually Ss parentsaccepted Ss claims. There wasno
possible contact between S and PP's relatives until Swastwo, and it is un-
likely that Scould have obtained any detailswhen Ss parents moved to the
shop. It wasshortly afterward that Sstarted to talk about aPL . Sexpressed an
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exceptionally strong emotional need for ** her father,” which seemed to have
been satisfied when she met PP's father. The socio-economic position of PP's
parentsisclearly lessfavorable, and Ss behavior cannot be regarded aswish-
ful thinking. The information provided by Ss mother and PP's father arein
good agreement, and the events took place fairly recently. Ss mother was
reluctant to consider reincarnation as a possibility but gradually accepted
this interpretation. It would be desirable to contact other people who wit-
nessed Ss accounts of a PL when Swasyounger; asit stands, | ratethe casea
strongly positive, but not assignificantin itsown right.

The Sripha Ruken Case (The Buffalo Case). The subject (aged 16 in 1988)
does not now remember a PL. We talked to S’s sister and Ss parents. Ac-
cording to S’s mother, S may have started to talk about a PL before he was5.
When hewas 5, Sindicated to her that in his PL helooked after a buffalo. S
took his mother to PP's place. He told her the name of PP's father. In PPs
house, S identified some photos. PP's parents confirmed some statements
that apparently were made by S but there were also some discrepancies. The
discrepanciesdo not suggest deliberate misrepresentation.

Evaluation: Althougha number of detailsareavailablewhicharein agree-
ment when statements made by s's relativesand PP's parentsare compared,
most of these details could be explained by normal means, particularly if S
did not start to talk about a PL until he was 5, or close to 5. It is difficult
though to assumethat all thedetailsare dueto normal information transfer.
Until additional interviewscan be conducted | rate the case as neutral.

The Srimon Manokhan Case (The Retribution Case). The subject (aged 34
in 1988) apparently still remembered her PL. Shasaclearly deformed footin
agreement with (accordingto S) more severe but otherwisesimilar deformi-
tiesof PP. Sbelieves,that asPP, she could also remember a PL during which,
asPP2, she had kicked her father. When PP2 wasreborn as PP, thedeformity
occurred as a retribution for PP2’s behavior toward her father. S can re-
member a number of details related to her PL. Apparently, S recognized
people and objects when she went to PP's villagefor the first time. We met
Ss parents (Ss mother was 82 in 1988) who were still in good health, and
who confirmed what S had said. They also added some details. Ss mother
had known PPand confirmed PP's foot deformity. A sister of Ss mother also
confirmed Ss statements. Several additiona relativeswhowerenot available
during my visit, could provideinformation which hasa bearing on this case.

Evaluation: Additional interviews are desirable. As it is, a sufficient
amount of detail seems available to include this casein the overall evalua-
tion, and | rate it as moderately positive. In this moderately positiveassess-
ment, | have not considered the retribution claim, i.e., that PP also remem-
bered a PL.

The Todsac Gowana Case (The Great Grandmother, Sex Change Case).
During a preliminary meeting with S’s parents (when a monk with limited
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Englishaccompani ed me) and asecond meeting with avolunteerinterpreter,
| had no opportunity totalk to S(aged 11 in 1988) who wasat school on both
occasions. Ss mother (S’s father was at work on both occasions) and Ss
grandmother were the main informants. There was agreement between the
informants, and a number of detailsemerged. S referred to and recognized
personal itemsof PP. Hestarted to talk about hisPL when he wastwo-years-
old. Sused phrasescharacteristicof PP. Ss relativesdid not encourageSto
talk about his PL, but they al accept that he isa rebirth case of PP.
Evaluation: Although PPisSs great grandmother, and information about
PP could have been conveyed to S inadvertently, this does not readily ac-
count for such detail sasthe namesof villageswhere PP had lived, and which
apparently were not mentioned during the time when S might have uncon-
scioudy assimilated such information. Sstarted to talk about hisPL at 2. S’s
parents did not encourage Sto talk about his PL. On the other hand, Ss
mother who had a close relationship with her grandmother, i.e., with PP,
might have been motivated through dreams to see S as a rebirth of PP.
Interviewing Sand S’s father would be desirable, but thisis not likely to add
much because S apparently no longer remembershisPL. No other relatives
or other personsare availablewho could providerelevant information. Suffi-
cient detailsseem availableto includethiscasein the overall evaluation, and
on the basisof theinformation received to date, | ratethe caseas moderately

positive.

The Tutkhorn Chitpricha (Bangkok-Long Distance Case). (Full detailsare
presented for thiscase.) Thisisthe only case for which the familiesinvolved
requested anonymity. All the origina detailsare on record. Criticsmay view
requests for anonymity with suspicion. All the indications which | have
suggest that this request, although perhaps unnecessary, isa reasonableone
on account of the socio-economic positionsof the families. A reincarnation
case would probably be regarded as a sign of irrational views by some for-
eigners with whom the families have contact, and even some of their Thai

associatesmay have negative reactions. There were certainly no indications
of any kind which might suggest that the people concerned were trying to
midead the investigators.

Knowledgeabout thiscaseisamost entirely restricted to the circlesof the
two families. | became aware of it through a Thai academic who knew of my
interest in such cases. Without being aware of any details, he had heard
something about S from PP's sister. Through him | wasintroduced to PP’s
sister, Nit, who speaksEnglish. All other interviewswere carried out with the
help of Dr. Boon Nilakesh (BN), Dr. Chien, and Mr. Chutinun Siriyananda.
Althoughwe met S, a boy who was6 in 1988, on three occasions, we agreed
not tointerview him because hisparentswereconcerned that revivingmemo-
ries of PP might also bring back fears and nightmares which S apparently
experienced when he spoke spontaneously about PP. For these reasons Ss
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parents had encouraged S to forget about PP and apparently S had not
referred to PP during the last 25 years. S’s parents believe that S no longer
remembersPP. Weinterviewed PP's father and PP's brother before we had
an opportunity to speak to S’s parents. We had no opportunity to return to
PP's relativesin order to check out some of the statements made by S’s
parents.

S’s father Tosarot Chitprichaisa professional man in agovernment posi-
tion. S’s mother Chongdeeisa high school teacher in adistinguished school.
Ss mother hasa good knowledge of English but she preferred to communi-
catewith thehelp of aninterpreter. S, Tutkhorn Chitpricha, istheir only son.
PP, Dang Chitpricha, was Tosarot’s brother. Until Tosarot went to Univer-
sity and later married, he grew up as one of PPs siblingsin a town (A)
approximately 500 kilometers from Bangkok. PP's father was, and is, an
important personin A. He has one of the major businessenterprisesin that
district. Nit now haslived for sometimein another town (B) severd hundred
kilometersfrom A. She hasfollowed a professional career and has advanced
qualifications.PP's brother Korn who was present when weinterviewed PP's
father, worksin hisfather's business,

In November 1988, PP's father (of Chinesedescent) was66. PP's mother is
of Thai-Chinese origin. Their first child, Nit, wasthen about 41. Their sec-
ond child, Korn, participatedin our interview. Their fourth child, Dang, was
PP who died in 1981 at the age of 26. He would have been 33 in 1988.
Approximately one year after PP, Tosarot (Ss father) wasborn. Tosarot has
moved to Bangkok, got married, and Tutkhorn (S), who was 6 in 1988, is
their only child.

Thefollowinginformation about PPwassupplied by PP's father and PP's
brother, Korn, in ajoint interview,and by Nitin aseparateinterview. In the
joint interview, PP's father was mainly speaking; BN translated. The loca
abbot was adso present. He had kindly agreed to accompany us because,
without him, PP's father may not have agreed to talk to us.

Accordingto PP's father, PP, asachild, wasself-interested and sdfish. He
liked meat and ricethe way it is prepared localy. Asa child he wasafraid of
spirits. He was also afraid of death particularly when he was not well. PP
completedclass 10, aged about 18. At first, heworked with hisfather. Hehad
agood relationshipwith most other people, especially with ladies. Hisrela
tionship with ladies was a little hit too good. He especidly liked cars and
ladies. He was a man of high tastes. He liked music as well. All kinds of
music. He had agood gift to play almost any kind of instrument. Hewasvery
good at entertaining others. He would stop his business and entertain first.
He was very good with anything connected with entertainment. He was
regarded as a leader among the young with respect to anything connected
with entertainment. When there was a festival in the district, he would be
entertaining young people. He was not hot-tempered but good-humored.
Due to his good temper, he would not be offended by anyone, and was good
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friends with almost everyone. Before marriage, a young person should be-
comeamonk first. Hedid not. Maybe he wanted to becomeamonk later but
he liked to be married first. He had a good family life. After marriage he
worked for hisown family. With his business he was successful. He supplied
equipment for building constructionsto another province.

PP died when alarge 20-whed truck hit the pickup truck in which PPwas
traveling. The accident occurred 97 kilometersfrom PPs and PP's father's
house. The street and district in which the accident occurred was given by
PPs brother, Korn. PPs father agreed. The accident occurred in a curve.
The pickup truck was on the correct side of the road. The oncoming truck
wastoo far in the middle of the road with no room to avoid it.

PP's father gave us the name of the surviving driver. We were unable to
locate him during our visit. PP's father said he cannot regject that SisPP, but
he cannot really accept it either. Korn agreed with this. He also agreed with
the statements hisfather had madeand could not think of anything to add.
(Therewas no opportunity to meet PP's mother, but thismight be of interest
in the future.)

We met Nit in a town severa hundred kilometers from A. Nit speaks
Englishwedl and BN did not need to trandlate. He occasionally helped with a
particular word. She was clear but not overconfident. According to Nit, PP
and Tosarot (S’s father) were very close. The age difference s only about one
year. Aschildren, they dept together in the same room and prayed together.
On the other hand, Nit isabout eight yearsolder than PP, and theirswas not
such a close relationship. Accordingto Nit, PP was married, had one boy,
and hiswife was pregnant when he died. PP was happy with hisfamily and
children. PP's sister gave further details about PPs life and death which
agreed with the statements made by PP's brother and father. BN was present
during this mesting.

We then visited Ss parents. Dr. Chien and Mr. Chutinon Siriyananda
translated. Both parents are intelligent, clear, reluctant about what hap-
pened, but alsoamused by it, particularly now after the events have stopped.
They both talked together, there was no disagreement between them. When
thingshappened, Ss father wasmoreconcernedthan Ss mother. Thefollow-
ing statements were made by both.

Before S’s mother was pregnant, shedreamt abad dream about PP's home
town. Therewasafuneral ceremony. Sheasked who had died and then woke
up. Ss mother told her husband not to go to PP's home district. The next
morning, the accident with PP happened. Ss father was supposed to have
been there. Perhapsthe dream saved him, and perhapsPP died instead of Ss
father. They aso heard of a dream that Korn (PP's brother) had. Korn
dreamt about the accident: PP cameand told him that thisisnot thetimeto
die, that he did not want to die, rather to go back, but hisbody wasinjured.
In thedream, Korn told PPto meet Tosarot and ask for hisadvice. Then PP
left and went to the temple. Korn woke up. When Ss mother wasabout three
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months pregnant, she dreamt that PP wanted to live with them. She was
frightened because she knew that PP had died. Nearer the time when she
expected the baby, she dreamt that PP came to her with asmiling face. Also
PP came with luggageto stay with her. She was frightened and dreamt this
""luggagedream'" more than once. She may haveagreed, in adream, that PP
could stay with them. She was also frightened of these dreams.

There were no complications during birth or pregnancy.

Shasabirth mark (dark pigmentation about three centimeters in length
and I centimeterswide) on hislower left arm. Thereisno clear relationship
to PP'sinjuries, which were mainly chestinjuries, although arm injuries may
have been present as well.

S started to talk when he was about nine-months-old. When he was 18
months-old, he started to talk about a PL. He said he was afraid to die. His
parents told him that it isdifficult to die at a young age. S spoke about an
accident. Ssaid there would be an accident and that hewould die. Ssaid that
itisaroad accident. S had these memories and talked about it about once a
week until he wasabout 27-months-old. (S’s parentslooked at family photos
and checked the age in relation to other events depicted in the photos.)

When Swas about 2, he went to PP's placefor thefirst timein acar with
his aunts. S’s parents were not in the same car. When S came to the point
where PP had died, he said to stop the car becausean accident has happened
there. Thedriver of thecar in which Sand hisauntstraveled knew wherethe
accident had happened, and confirmed that S was correct. Ss aunts appar-
ently did not know thelocality but S's parents were not quite certain about
this. Ss parentsare not sure now who the aunts were who traveled with S. It
would also be difficultto pick out the driver now. There are quite a number
of driverswho worked for PP or PP's father's business.

In Bangkok, PP had used Ss father's address for an account he had there.
When a letter came addressed to PP, and the postman asked the maid
whether someone by the name of PPisliving here, the maid said no. Sheard
this and claimed the letter, saying it was his letter. S was then about 21-
months-old.

About five months before PP died, he had bought a new earth-moving
machine which was probably an excavator. PP liked this machine very
much. When S went to PP's home for thefirst time, he asked for it. S asked
his mother every morning to bring him to this machine. He would sit on it.
Hestayed for 4 or 5 daysduring thisfirst visit. Every day, hewanted to sit on
thismachine, every morning and every evening. When Swas2; years-old, he
went to PP's homea second time. Swas no longer interested in the machine.
They stayed threeto four daysduring the second visit. Nothing related to the
PP happened during this second visit.

Twoformer driversfor PPcameto visit Ss parentsin Bangkok.S’s parents
knew their nicknames, but not their real names. S called them by their
nicknames and addressed them asinferiors. Thisisdonethrough a particular
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languageform. It would have been the way PP had spoken to thedrivers. S
also postured himself asa kind of bossputting hishands behind hisback. (Ss
father demonstrated). According to Ss parents this would have been a typi-
cal posture of PPin that sort of situation. At other times, other driverswho
had not previoudly worked for PP, camefor avisit, but Sdid not recognizeor
react to them. During this period (15 to 2}), S could understand a different
dialect, quite different from the way his parents speak, and the way Thai is
spoken in Bangkok. Thisdialect from PP's homedistrict isdifficult to under-
stand. S aso spoke this dialect but not many words. S does not use these
wordsany longer. When S met the two driverswho worked for PP, he used
the eastern dialect. He could also understand the drivers and was able to
reply but his vocabulary was limited.

When S spoke of his PL —athough quite young then—he spoke like an
adult. He usually talked about it beforegoing to deep. His voicewassad and
he looked sad almost to the point of crying but not actually crying. Later, he
stopped talking about it. Ss family now livesin a new house in Bangkok. S
has not talked about a PL in this new home. When S spoke of his PL he
expressed fear of death. S sometimes had nightmares which S’s parents be-
lieve were associated with Ss memoriesof a PL. Sdid not cal hisgrandpar-
ents parents. PP liked sticky ricethat ispopular in theeast. Still likesit, but
Ss mother does not encourageit. Thisriceisquite differently prepared and
can be clearly distinguished from the more common rice dishes. Ss parents
did not like Sto talk about a PL. Particularly, Ss father did not likeit. PPs
father met Sfive yearsago. Sdid not say anything to them but immediately
cameto hisown car (i.e., PP's car) and tried to drive it himself. There were
other carsaround. Thishappened when Ss mother walked with S. Assoon as
he saw "'his" car, he immediately went for it. Sdid not like to go back to
Bangkok. Thiswasa problem for PPs father. When PPwasalive, heand his
father were not dwayson the best of terms. PP's father felt that hisrelation-
ship with Swassimilar.

Evaluation and Discussion: Points which may be raised against the as-
sumption that paranormal processesare involved:

1. Ss father and PP are closdly related, and were close friends for many
years.

2. Ss mother and paternal uncle had an announcing dream, and may have
unintentionally influenced Sto identify with PP.

3. Allinformation reveal ed by Swasknown by Ss parents, and might have
been unintentionally conveyedto S.

4. Similarly behavioral characteristicsof PP which Sdisplayed could have
been unintentionally conveyedto Shy Ss parents.

5. Food preferencesby Sin agreement with PP could be regardedascoinci-
dences.
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The involvement of paranormal processesis supported because:

1. S made specificand correct statements about PP's death.

2. Sapparently recognized the locality (a section of road) where PP died.
3. S changed his behavior when he spoke about his PL and, in specific
ways, when he spoke to two visiting drivers who had worked for PP.

4. Sspoke adialect which was not used by Ss parents when he addressed
thetwodrivers. Thisdiaectisnot spokenintheenvironment in whichS
lived.

5. Shasfood preferences (sticky rice) in agreement with PP.

6. Ss parentsdid not favor the idea that Sis a rebirth case and tried to
discourage S from talking about a PL.

It seems unlikely that paranormal processescan be completely rejected.
Ss recognition of the accident locality 90 kilometers from PP's home is
difficult to explain by norma means. Sspokeabout aPL at an early age. Itis
unlikely that he would have absorbed enough information from PP's
parents— assuming they provided information unintentionally — to speak
coherently about PP's death. Also, Ss mood changed when he talked about
hisPL. Although S might have noticed some behavior patterns, it isunlikely
that this explains, in a satisfactory way, Ss behavior when he met the two
drivers who had worked for PP. S differentiated between these driversand
others who visited Bangkok. Ss reaction to thedelivery of aletter addressed
to PP seems more comprehensive than could be assumed on the basis of
information which Ss parents may have unintentionally conveyed. On the
basis of the data available to date, | would rate this case as moderately to
strongly positive, but not assignificantin its own right.

Cases in Turkey

My investigation of casesin Turkey was planned within a short time span
of afew weeks, when it becameclear that | could not return to Burmaduring
1988. IS had carried out research in Turkey approximately ten years ago
(Stevenson, 1980) and had obtained the cooperation from Dr. Can Polat
from Istanbul. In recent years, Dr. Polat hasal so completed investigationsof
some caseson hisown. Dr. Polat was unableto disengagehimself from other
commitmentsduring the time of my visitto Turkey, and he kindly arranged
for Murat Senova to participate as an interpreter (Turkish/English) during
the major part of my stay. Murat Senova had not been previouslyinvolvedin
reincarnation research. During a period of 2 weeks, al interviews were
conducted in the Hatay region of Turkey. All the cases are situated in com-
munitiesin which Arabicis predominantly spoken asthefirst language. The
people are known as Alevis. They follow a particular version of 1slam that,
among other variations (fromthe Sunni interpretation of 1slam), al so accepts
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reincarnation. Alevisarea minority in Turkey but probably notinthe Hatay
region where some villages are entirely populated by Alevis. Rebirth cases
are not as frequently reported as in Burma, but are more common than in
Thailand. Alevishbelievethat if a PP hasdied in an accident, prematurely or
through illness, the reborn childismorelikely to remember the PP's life. Sex
change cases had not been reported by IS before, and did not come to our
notice during 1988. Most adult Alevis speak Turkish fluently, but during
interviewswith some elderly people and preschool age children, we had to
rely on relativesto translate from Arabic to Turkish before Murat could
continue. With one exception, al first interviews were conducted with
Murat assisting as an interpreter. One case, the doctor's case, was investi-
gated with the help of Dr. Abdurrahman Karaali from Antakya. After Murat
returned to Istanbul because of professional commitments, | conducted
some follow-upinterviewswith the help of Naim Bilginand Cemil Karaca—
when | had time for afew more daysin Turkey. Both have alimited knowl-
edge of German.

Analyzingthe Turkish casesin asimilar way, four were excluded because
of insufficient details. Among the remaining eight cases, | evaluated one as
moderately negativeto neutral, two as neutral to moderately positive, oneas
moderately positive, three as moderately to strongly positive, and one as
strongly positive.

As can be seen from the Results section, my evaluations of Turkish cases
show asimilar distribution over the various categoriescompared to the cases
in Thailand and Burma. In order to avoid excessive length and repetition,
brief summaries of Turkish casesare omitted except for the following case
which | rated as moderately negativeto neutral.

The Mehmet Arikdal (Adana) Case. This case wasstudied in a preliminary
way by Dr. Can Polat from Istanbul who rated it positively with respect to
paranormal aspects. Dr. Polat also obtained information about PP's homein
Adana. | had no opportunity to investigate PP's background. My evaluation
is based on two interviews with two different interpreters. In 1988, S was
five-years-old. S had started to talk about a PL when hewastwo, or younger.
He gave the names of PP's parents and details about PP's home in Adana.
Some of these details agree with information Dr. Polat was able to obtain.
Various details were difficult to verify. When S first started to speak, he
spoke Turkishin spiteof thefact that hissiblingsstarted to speak Arabicfirst,
which istypical for thisregion of Turkey. Ss grandfather whom we met, and
who lives with S’s family, can only speak Arabic. When S started to speak
about his PL he spoke in a deliberate way, which differed from his normal
way of speaking.

Most of the information was provided by Ss father. S and S’s mother
confirmed Ss father's accounts. When S spoke, | had a strong impression
that the information which he provided was meant to bein agreement with




New casssin Burma, Thailand, and Turkey 49

hisfather's viewsand that, to some extent, S’s accounts of hisPL may have
been modified or even induced by his father. | do not believe that S was
deliberately mideadingus, but it seemed that information provided by Swas
strongly influenced by his father, and | cannot accept S’s accounts as rela
tively independent statements. Similarly, Ss mother who only provided
minor details, wasstrongly influenced by her husband. Although PP's back-
ground is viewed as superior to their own by s's parentsit isdifficult to see
what S’s father istrying to achieve if he was deliberately misleading us. Ss
father's behavior hasakind of theatrical quality, which may be entirely due
to completely innocent personality characteristics. | have no direct evidence
that Ssfather wastryingto deceive us, but because of some suggestion of this
| have presented this case with pseudonyms.

S may wdl have started to provide paranormal information about a PP at
an early age, but for somereason, at somestage, Ss father apparently became
very interested and now appearsto control the case. It isdifficult to see how
Ss father could have started to deliberately induce memoriesof aPL in his
son but he may have misinterpreted and modified them at a later stage.
Perhaps, this does not justify a negative evaluation but | am sufficiently
uncertain to opt for asomewhat negative category. The twointerpreterswho
assisted us cameto asimilar conclusionwithout being particularly adamant
about it.

Sdoesnot havemuch contact with childrenfrom other families,and it was
not possible to obtain confirmation from persons outside Ss family of the
way S provided information at an earlier age.

Evaluation: Although the case has severa featureswhich could lead to a
strong positive evaluation, such as detailed information by S, a substantial
separation between S’s and PP’s familiesand apparently no contact between
thefamiliesto date, for the reasonsoutlined abovel ratethe caseasneutral to
moderately negative.

Results

Twenty-three cases were investigated in 1988. Seven were excluded be-
cause of insufficient details. None of these seven cases appeared to be nega-
tive. The remaining 16 cases were evaluated asindicated below:

Burma Thailand Turkey
Moderately negativeto neutral 1
Neutral 1
Neutral to moderately positive 2
Moderately positive 2 2 1
Moderately to strongly positive 1 1 3
Strongly positive 1 1
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Although there are, in my evaluation, no particular caseswhich | rated as
significantly positive in their own right, the distribution of positive cases
strongly suggeststhat thetotal sample contains paranormal aspectswhich, in
a comparable quantitative analysis, would be regarded as significant.

Discussion

If, on the basisof an experimental study, statistically significant resultsare
reported which are unexpected and unusual, the question ariseswhether the
apparently significant resultsare readly dueto chance. Perhaps, many similar
experimentswhich did not yield significant results were never reported.

Particularly,if thereisevidencethat some unreported experimentsdid not
produce significant results, the reported findings may be dismissed com-
pletely. Such dismissalsare judtified if it can be shown that the resultsfrom
al the experiments carried out (including the " significant™ one) follow a
distribution which isin reasonable agreement with what is expected by
chance.

It isimportant to realize, though, that the distribution of al the results
could aso turn out to be even more significant (than the single significant
experiment reported in the first place), if a substantial proportion of the
insignificant experiments show a common trend. Indeed, a number of sepa-
rate experimentswithout a single significant result may reach a high signifi-
cance if analyzed together. It is certainly possibleto think of experimental
conditions(e.g., involving small numbers of particular subjectswho cannot
repeatedly participatein the experimentation) which do not producestatisti-
cally significant results and which, in spite of apparent trendsin the results,
cannot be improved to a point where statistical significance can be demon-
strated under the existing limitations. Nevertheless, if similar trends oc-
curred in a number of comparable, separate investigations, the combined
results may well be highly significantin statistical terms.

Unfortunately, when the significance of unusual resultsisquestioned, itis
practically impossibleto obtain the necessary information about all relevant
experimentswhich may have been carried out elsawhere. At any rate, evi-
dence that another comparable experiment produced statistically insignifi-
cant results needs to be scrutinized in order to see whether, on account of
theseinsignificant results, the overal findingsare strengthened or weakened.
Without such scrutiny it is certainly not justified to dismissthe first set of
results.

In the Results section, | have summarized my evaluation of the paranor-
mality question by suggestingthat the overall result isequivalentto what, in
a statistical evaluation of quantitative experimental data, would be called
significant. In a way, this conclusionis not very different from what IS has
stated in qualitative terms on a number of occasions. Nevertheless, my at-
tempt to present the qualitative studies in semiquantitative terms may help
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to clarify one aspect which previoudy has, perhaps, not been specificaly
discussed; and that is how far the selection and subsequent reporting of
particular cases may have been mideading.

IShas never claimedthat any one case can beregardedas paranormal with
absolute certainty, and | would agree with IS’s assessment. It could then be
argued that, if even the best cases have weaknesses which cannot be com-
pletdy eliminated, and if these cases had been sdected from a very large
number of otherwise extremely weak or negative ones, then the apparent
significantly positive cases can be readily explained as chance coincidences
which must be expected when al unreported cases are taken into account.
Indeed, 1S’s careful selection of the best casesand his rejection of doubtful
cases could have contributed to the emergence of a false significance. By
considering all the cases which | have studied in 1988, and from the brief
summariesof haf of them, and from the detailed eval uation of one of them,
it should beclear though, that what | call ** significant indications of paranor-
mality," cannot be easily rejected by claimingthat the apparently paranor-
mal featuresare just unrecognized coincidences.

The caseswhich | studied strongly suggest that with most subjectswho are
serioudly regarded asrebirth or reincarnation casesin the variouscommuni-
ties, some paranormal elementsare associated, and that if the best casesare
left in a larger sample rather than evaluated separately, the overal signifi-
cance isincreased rather than diminished.

The Question of Bias

Inthefieldwork carried out in Burma, DHA participatedasan interpreter.
She had previoudy located the cases which | investigated there. Although
only briefly, DHA had also previously worked with IS, It seems unlikely that
DHA’s previouswork with IS could haveintroduced any biasin my findings.
The question of how far an interpreter who had previousy worked for IS
might consciously or unconsciouslydistort informationin order to present a
particular point of view isonly relevant to the casesin Burmaand, perhaps,
to avery limited extent, to two casesin Thailand. For al the other cases, the
interpreters involved had no direct or indirect contact with IS. Since the
cases investigated with the help of the latter do not differ from the former |
cannot see any judtification to reject any of them on account of the inter-
preters. | am not suggesting here that original statements are always trans-
lated without distortions, but it seems clear that the essentia aspects of the
cases were not substantially modified through the interpretation process. |
had more direct evidence of this when on two occasions| had the opportu-
nity to compare trandlations between two interpreters.

I have excluded three cases which came to my attention from consider-
ation becausethe reincarnation or rebirth claimsare based entirely on medi-
tation experiences with no opportunity for investigations. Some Thais are
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satisfied with findingsentirely based on meditation, particularlyif made by a
revered monk or abbot.

Although al the caseswhich | investigated in 1988 and for which | could
obtain a reasonable amount of information, are included in the evaluation
(and brief summaries are provided for about haf the cases), the question
must aso be considered whether these cases can be regarded as rdatively
representative samples of the various regions or whether they had aready
been preselected from larger pools. Prior to my vist to Burma, DHA had
collected preliminary information about more than 30 cases. Initially, | had
intended to salect from this group cases which appeared to be particularly
interesting, not necessarily because they looked potentialy strong asfar as
the question of paranormality is concerned but in order to include, for in-
stance, sex change and birthmark cases. From my introduction to the Bur-
mese cases, it will be apparent that, due to external eventsover which | had
no control, My investigationsin that country were limited to only six cases.
Among these six cases, only one happened to be among those that | had
previoudly preselected.

Because of the paucity of casesin Thailand and the relatively short time
availablefor preparationsin Turkey, in both of these countries, | studied dl
the cases that we could find during the time at my disposa. Therefore, it
seemsjustified to present the casesincluded in thiseval uation as unselected
and relatively representative samples of the countries and regions that |
visited.

It is now aso sufficiently clear that the positive results obtained by IS
cannot be readily dismissed by suggesting that IS may have intentionally or
unintentionally misrepresented some aspectsof hisresearch. Apart from my
investigation, Mills has recently carried out an independent study which
agreeswith IS findings(Mills, 1989).

The Question of Intentional ar Unintentional Deception

Rejecting selection (and any peculiaritiesin IS’s research) as a possible
explanation for paranormality ill leavesthe question open asto how far
deliberate fraud or unconsciousor unintentional distortionsand errorsin
the reports of our informants may have been responsiblefor the apparently
overdl significant indication of paranormality. Although deliberate fraud
may occur from time to time, such occurrencesare rare, and | have earlier
pointed out why | reject fraud as a relevant explanation when a group of
casesisconsidered. In relativeterms, the weakest section in the structure on
which the suggested paranormality is based, consists of possible uninten-
tional and unconsciousdistortionsand errorsintroduced by theinformants.
Such distortions and errors may add up to provide examples of apparently
consistent and meaningful cases. Particularly, if itiskeptin mind that young
children may befairly easly influenced by suggestionsand behavior patterns
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of which those in contact with these children are not aware, the risk of
unintentional leakage and subsequent absorption of information which is
later interpreted as paranormal, cannot be ruled out with absolutecertainty.

Lack of contact betweenthe Ss family and the PP's family, aswell asother
factors discussed earlier, help to reduce this problem but cannot entirely
eliminateit. Indeed, it isin thisareawhere | can appreciatethat critics may
be lessimpressed with those aspects of the caseswhich | rated positively, i.e.,
in favor of paranormality. It isasoin thisarea where | would later liketo
suggest some new approaches.

IS has, for some time, paid particular attention to birthmarks and birth
defectsin children which seem to be connected to PPs. | agree that such
physiologica indicators can carry more weight than verbal ones because
physiological changes cannot be easily misrepresented without awareness,
and may provide a better way of assessingthe paranormality of a particular
case. ISis preparing a mgjor publication about birthmark and birth defect
cases, and IS’s findingsare bound to be discussed in some detail in the not
too distant future.

With respect to the caseswhich | have studied, birthmarks did not play a
major rolein the assessment of paranormality, although a number of my Ss
had birthmarks and/or defects. In cases where PP had multiple injuries, a
relatively large number of birthmarks on S could be regarded as being in
agreement with PP's injuries, and consequently one mark on Swould not
carry much weight. Other problems which arose were the difficulty of ob-
taining clear descriptionsor pictures of apparently correspondinginjuries,
and defects which PPs were reported to have had. These problems do not
[uggest that birthmarks and defectscould not be very strong and significant
featuresin connection with some cases, but that among the cases which |
studied thisdid not occur.

A questionwhich must be raised, but which cannot be readily answered at
present, iswhether there are any particular personality characteristicswhich
distinguish persons who seem to have paranormal connections with a
previous life from the general population or more specificaly from other
siblings. For the distinctly different cultural settings, the more familiar per-
sonality assessment procedureswould first haveto be carefully adapted, and
then administered by qualified personswho at least can easily communicate
without the assistanceof an interpreter.

Thereareadditional problemswhich make comparisonsdifficult.Insome
communities, for instance, in Turkey, children with such memoriesare ap-
parently readily accepted by their peerswhen they are at school. Thisis not
thecasein someareasof Thailand. If anindividual childiscompared withits
siblings, it is aso difficult to assess how far the child was affected by those
assumed memories, by expectationsof its parentsand/or by the reactions of
others to these memories and how far the child has particular dispositions
which are relatively independent of early childhood experiences. Distinc-




54 J. Kell

tions also need to be made between children who are recognized as rebirth
casesfrom the time they are born, and children who had not been regarded
as possible reincarnation cases until they started to speak about a PL.

Finally Ss with birth defectsand/or birthmarks which have a substantial
bearing on the physiologica devel opment and appearance of these Ss, must
be compared with children who are smilarly afflicted, but do not claim to
have memories of a previouslife.

K eeping these problemsin mind, therewere, on the basisof my subjective
observations, no particular personality characteristicsthat | can point out
with any degree of confidence.

Some Commentson Future Research

One of the aims of this study was to look for methods and procedures
beyond those already employed by IS which may help in the assessment of
the paranormality of cases. In amoderate way, thiswas pursued by consider-
ing all the casesand by evaluatingthe qualitativefindingsin asemiquantita-
tive framework.

| found that a control method which occurred to me independently had
aready been initiated by IS; that is, an attempt to obtain photographic
recordsof corpseswhich in some communitiesare marked (e.g., with char-
coa) in order to facilitateidentification of rebirth cases. The marks made on
the corpsesare expected to correspondto birthmarkson rebirth cases. Asthe
discussionswith relativesof the great-grandmother casein Thailand suggest,
in some communities the opportunities for such controls haveaready been
missed because such practices are no longer continued. Even in Burma,
where such identification marksare still made in some communities, | did
not get much encouragement for organizing such a scheme because of the
smal numbersinvolved quite apart from the logistic problems.

Returning to the problem of unintentional and unconsciousinfluences
which by normal means may create, in young children's minds, imagined
connectionsto PPs, it seemsto methat the study of further casesby similar
methodsis not likely to throw much light on this problem. Of course, addi-
tional strong cases, which appear to eliminate any possible normal explana-
tions to an even greater extent than before, will contribute to the overall
strength of this research. However, it is unlikely that they would eliminate
the problem completely,and it is unlikely that they would throw much light
on questionswhich have arisen in thisarea.

Although, difficult to executein practice, it ssemstomethat it isnow time
to concentrate on two main aspects; one is the cultural background which
seemsto be responsiblefor certain detail sin thesecasereports. In Burma, the
subjectsaswedl asthe relativesoften mention that memoriesof previouslives
occur most frequently on dark and gloomy nights. A study of familiesin
which rebirth cases occur, aswdl as of familiesin which thereis no occur-
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rence, may help usto understand how rebirthisviewed by adultsin agenera
sense, aswell asin a particular sensewhen a rebirth caseoccursin afamily.
Moreimportantly, the normal referencesto relativeswho have died need to
be examined from the point of view of how this is experienced by young
children.

Folkloresand customsin genera, and in relation to aspectsof the rebirth
cases, also need to be studied; e.g., what isgenerally associated with dark and
gloomy nightsin Burmaand what relevancecan befound with respect tothe
reincarnation cases. More importantly, how do young children become
aware of this? What are the games and storiesthat have a bearing on these
questions?How are birthmarksand def ormitiesinterpretedin the communi-
ties, and how are they related to community beliefs and customs? Such a
study would take sometime (probably one or two years),and would require
frequent accessto two or more familiesin a village. The investigator would
need to speak the local language and would need to be familiar with local
customs. He or shewould need to be accepted by the village community. All
thisis not easy to achieve, but it isin my assessment a worthwhilegod and
perhapsnot that difficult to attain if compared with the considerabledifficul-
ties|Shad to overcometo date. If theinternal conditionsin Burmaimprove
sufficiently, such a plan could be carried out in that country.

A second and somewhat rel ated approach would bean attempt to study, in
asimilar but longitudinal way, an emerging case from the birth of aS My
visitto Turkey in 1988 indicated that caseswhich are beieved to be reincar-
nation cases occur from time to time under suitable conditions; i.e., occa
sionally a child is aready regarded as a rebirth case at the time of birth or
even earlier. One such case was reported during my visit: A senior student
(medicine, psychology, anthropol ogy) would again need to observe and re-
cord al relevant i nteractions between the child and any personswith whom
the child hascontact. If possible, theinteraction between Sand othersshould
aso be compared with those that are experienced by Ss closest siblings.
Cultura aspects mentioned above should be studied as well, but the main
emphasisshould be on the child and how information about a PL (if any)
manifest themselves and how they compare with information available to
the child by norma means. Such an approach would have the additional
problem that a particular S under observation may never refer toaPL, and
that the time scae for such a study (even if not necessarily continuous)
would need to be of the order of four years. Nevertheless,it seemsto methat
such an approach is a very promising one which may wel strengthen the
argument against unintentional leakage of information, but which could
also contribute someimportant leadsto the understandingof rebirth casesin
general.

Additional studies, which would be useful, but lesscrucial from my point
of view, should concentrate on obtaining background information on com-
munities in which cases occur relatively frequently. From my experience,
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Burmeseand perhapssome Turkish villageswould be most suitablefor such
purposes. Background questions which are relevant for a more detailed as-
sessment of particular cases include: (1) How often do birthmarks and de-
fects occur in the genera population and in the rebirth population of a
village or small community?IS’s body drawing forms could be used to ob-
tain someinformation about the relativedistribution over the body of birth-
marks. (2) Are birthmarks of similar sze and vividnessrecognized as such,
to a similar extent, in the general population compared to familieswith re-
birth cases?

Some Comments on the Question of Reincarnation

Thisstudy did not attempt to eval uate casesfor evidencein support of the
reincarnation hypothesisbut wasrestricted to an assessment of the paranor-
mality of information and other indicators that seem to connect children
and adultswho aredive, with personswho have previoudy died. Withinthe
communities in which these cases were studied, these connections were
usually regarded as manifestationsof a rebirth or reincarnation process. The
meaning that is attached to these terms variesto some extent between indi-
vidualsand familieswithinthesame community, aswell asbetween commu-
nities with different customs, traditions, and religious views.

Some Buddhistsreject theideathat rebirthindicatesthe continuation of a
previousindividual personality. They would arguethat the karmaof aPPis
transferredto a new and different individual. In termsof the practical conse-
quences for a community this view is not redly very different from one
which does not alow for any notion of rebirthat al but which acknowledges
that the good and bad deedsof personswho havelived beforeinfluence—by
normal means—the present generation. The difference of this Buddhist's
view islimited to the assumption that the karma of a particular PPistrans-
ferred to a particular S, and that thistransfer occursin a—from a Western
point of view —paranormal way.

On the other end of the scale, a degree of continuation of an individual
previouspersonality isaccepted; i.e., Sisaccepted asa continuation of a PP.
Although this belief was widely accepted on a somewhat abstract basis
among the communitiesthat | had contact with, virtually all the parentsand
relatives of Ss seem to regard the Ss as distinct new personalities. These
observationsmay be mideading becausein some communities, particularly
in Thailand and Turkey, parents and relativesdo not necessarily welcome
indicationsthat achild may bearebirth case. Consequently, they may try to
reject personality patternsoutside a certain range of expectations. An accep-
tance of S as a genuine continuation of a PP would also require that Ss
parents have detailed memories and/or information about the particular
PPs, and that does not frequently happen.

Nevertheless, my observationsof an admittedly small number of actual
cases seem to support my view that it is appropriate to provide a relatively
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neutral framework through the use of theterm connection. My observations
do not seemto providestrongindicationsthat the Ssare necessarily continua-
tions of PPs.

Although the Sof the sex changedacoit case behaved in away that may be
regarded as unusual for a female in a Burmese village, and athough the
Bangkok case aso displayed unexpected behavior patterns apparently in
agreement with the PP, | do not see these examplesas clear sgnsthat some
continuing aspectsof a PP is responsiblefor this behavior. If it is accepted
that both cases contain some paranormal aspects, my observationsof the
cases would agree with the assumption that alimited paranormal influence
which probably occurred during early childhood, could be regarded as the
main and perhaps as the only source of the observable verbal and other
behavioral indicators which suggest a connection to a PP. The assumed
influence may become integrated into a relatively unformed but otherwise
distinct personality of S, and may till be recognizedin distinct behavioral
characteristicsmany years later.

In adifferent context, | had suggestedearlier (Keil, 1980) that the behavior
patterns of most Ss who can be observed, agree with what | would expect
from a normal experience or influence. For example, acity child might have
had such an experiencefrom a month long vist to afarm. Certain aspectsof
the child's view of theworld and, in asense, even certain personality aspects
may have changed noticeably and almost permanently. We may even use
the expression that after an important experience a child or person is not
quite the sameany more but thisdoes not mean that the child hasadopted a
different personality. In asimilar way, it seemsto methat although some of
the caseswhich | studied, apparently devel oped behavior patternswhich had
a noticeable and long-lasting bearing on some personality aspects of the
Ss—compared to what one might expect from the observationsof siblings
who are not regarded as rebirth cases—this differenceseems neither qualita-
tively nor quantitatively dissimilar from the country visit example above.

If it isassumed, as | do, that the cases support the view that paranormal
aspects played a rolein these connections, and if it is further assumed that
the paranormal aspectscan be accounted for by atemporary influence—in
most cases retrospective—during early childhood, the question arises
whether ESP or ps could account for thiskind of influence. Those aspectsof
the connections between Ssand PPs which provide the strongest indication
that paranormality isinvolved (but excluding birth marksasfar as my cases
are concerned) suggest that ESP would have to operate at a remarkably
successful level in order to provide the necessary information to the Ss. It
could beargued that the best ESPtestsdo not show asuccessratewhichisin
agreement with those requirements and that, consequently, ESP or ps
should be rejected as a possible framework to account for the paranormal
influencesexperienced by an S Theterm " super-ESP issometimesused to
emphasize that impossible demands have to be met. It must be kept in mind
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though, that experimental tests suggest a goa directness (Schmidt, 1970)
which is quite remarkable. That is, subjectsin some tests apparently were
able to be successful even though they could not, in any way, understand
how the desired outcome had to be achieved. For example, subjects were
askedto change therate at which radioactive decay occurred or/and at which
this decay was registered. If it isalso kept in mind that some spontaneous
cases apparently require a great deal of accurate information; e.g., a person
becoming aware (without any sensory information) of the detailed circum-
stances of a nonfatal accident involving a relative—it seemsto methat ps
cannot becompletely ruled out asan alternativesuggestioncompared to one
that maintains that PP continues to exist as S after PP's bodily death. In
other words, there is at least a greater than zero probability that thoughts,
emotions, and even some aspectsof the personality of a person who is still
aive but, for example, injured in a serious accident (on account of which
death occurs within minutes) are maintained for some time and eventually
transmitted, and that the relatively unformed personalitiesof some children
are influenced by these transmissions.

This suggestion may account for apparently paranormal information
about some traumatic events which PPs experienced, often just prior to
death, but it does not redly account for apparently paranormal information
which refer to a variety of eventsover alonger period of a PPs life. It seems,
at least, somewhat strange that the thoughts of a dying person reaching out
(so to speak) to find some acceptance and resonance should contain such
details as to where a pin or other minor items are hidden. It is possible
though, that a rapid review of a fading life may contain various relatively
unimportant items— perhapsonly from the point of view of an observer but
perhapsalso, becauseduring traumatic conditions, significant and unimpor-
tant details may be mixed upin anirrational manner, asin adream. Indeed,
given that some subjectsdo providerather detailed i nformation about some
important eventsin a PP's life—as well asapparently unimportant ones—it
isoften surprising that other, perhapseven moreimportant, events of a PP's
lifeare not remembered by Sif Sslifeisregarded asacontinuation of the PP.

The above comments in agreement with my subjective belief system are
not offered as an argument against the reincarnation hypothesis, but as a
clarificationand justificationasto why | can suggest paranormal processesin
connection with my cases without necessarily accepting reincarnation as a
continuation of a PP in a new lifeof an S
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